Family Development and Self-Sufficiency (FaDSS) Council

Minutes
MARCH 27, 2014
Polk County River Place – 2309 Euclid – Room 1A – Des Moines, Iowa

	Council Members Present:
	Council Members Absent:



	Zebulon Beilke–McCallum – Domestic Violence Representative - Chairperson
	LaToya Godfrey – Minority Citizen Representative.

	Michael Fleming – UNI

	Marcus Johnson – Iowa Department of Public Health

	Stephanie Stebens – Citizen Rep
	Billie Marchik – University of Iowa 

	Heidi Wicks for Lori Adams – Iowa Workforce Development
	Jan Melby – Iowa State University

	Bill Brand – Iowa Department of Human Rights
	

	Tiffany Vasey– Iowa Department of Human Services
	FaDSS Council Staff Present

	Tom Rendon- Iowa Department of Education
	Lorie Easter – Iowa Department of Human Rights 

	Rachael Scott – Business Representative
	Kelly Davydov - Iowa Department of Human Rights

	
	Angela Madison – Iowa Department of Human Services

	Ex-Officio Members Absent:
	Marcia Thompson – Iowa Department of Human Rights

	State Representative Megan Hess
	

	
	

	Other Present:
	Other Present:

	Kristie Davidson – MATURA
	Brenda Fry – South Central Iowa Community Action Program 

	Wendy Balles – North Iowa Community Action
	Jeff Hasley – SIEDA Community Action

	Amber Mercil – Four Oaks
	Julie Weber-Davis – Four Oak

	Rita Luder – Southeast Iowa Community Action
	Alisa Schlief – Upper Des Moines Opportunity

	Carly Caravan – Lutheran Services in Iowa
	Laura Benson – Mid-Sioux Community Action

	Molly Cummings – West Central Community Action
	Shelia Paul – Youth and Shelter Services

	Doug Stodgel – Polk County
	Jeannie Running – Youth Shelter Services


1.
Introductions – Mr. Zebulon Beilke-McCallum 
· Ms. Davydov, new FaDSS Program Manager with Department of Human Rights, began in December of 2013.

· Ms. Madison, new DHS liaison with FaDSS Program replacing Linda Mount.

· Mr. Beilke-McCallum called meeting to order at 11:05
· Quorum was established  
2.

Approval of the Agenda – Mr. Zebulon Beilke-McCallum
· Request to move the Family Development Certification Update ahead directly following the Nomination Committee.  

MOTION:


Mr. Fleming moved that the agenda be approved as presented.
Mr. Brand seconded the motion.

There was no discussion

VOTE:

 All Council members present voted aye.  The agenda was approved.

3.  
Approval of the November 21, 2013 Council Minutes – Mr.  Zebulon Beilke-McCallum

MOTION:

Ms. Stebens moved that the November 21, 2013, minutes be approved as submitted

Mr. Fleming seconded the motion.

There was no discussion.

VOTE:

All Council members present voted aye.  The minutes were approved.

4.
IFDA Update – Ms. Kristie Davidson
· Three handouts distributed regarding IFDA.(Iowa Family Development Alliance) 
· IFDA developed by Iowa Community Action Association Executive Directors
· IFDA Retreat to be hosted by NW Region in at the Inn of Okoboji on September 4 & 5, 2014

·  FaDSS Day on the Hill was successful & record number of Legislators attended this year.  Council members that attended were thanked for their participation.  

5.


FaDSS Family Story – Four Oaks – Ms. Amber Mercil
· A family story of Rebecca a FaDSS participant at Four Oaks from Iowa City was presented.  

· The family story was well received by the Council and appreciated.
· Mr. Brand told of the North Iowa Community Action FaDSS participant that was requested to testify in Washington, D.C. at congressional hearing on the merits of increasing the minimum wage.
· Ms. Easter believes that perhaps a “FaDSS Stories” booklet should be distributed again. This was done towards the end of Welfare Reform.  Success stories are sent in through the annual report but are not complied.
· Ms. Wicks shared that PROMISE JOBS collects success stories.
7.
Local Funds Committee – Mr. Bill Brand
· Minutes of the Local Funds Committee were included with the FaDSS Agenda Packet. 

· Participants on the Local Funds Ad Hoc Committee included: Bill Brand, Doug Stodgel, Zebulon Beilke McCallum, Joel Dirks, Linda Mount, Becky Falk, Lori, Easter, Tim Fitzpatrick, Marcus Johnson, and Angela Madison.  
· The objectives of local funds reporting in the past was explained. 

Recommendation of the Local Funds Ad Hoc Committee: 
The Local Funds Ad Hoc Committee  Recommendation is:  That the DCAA remove the requirement in the contract that the Council be notified of reduction in local funds and that the reduction may affect the Council’s decision on future funding; That the Division of Community Action Agency (DCAA) include language in the contract regarding the need for grantees to report all local and in-kind funds utilized for the FaDSS program; That the DCAA create a process to report local and in-kind fund; That the DCAA meet with the fiscal officer to discuss changes, and that the changes begin on July 1, 2014 for FY 2015.  
MOTION:

Ms. Stebens moved acceptance of the above listed recommendation by the Local Funds Ad Hoc Committee.  
DISCUSSION:
Mr. Rendon asked if this would cause additional reporting duties for grantees.  Staff explained that it will reduce monthly reporting activity and will get the information at the end of the year with the final reports.  It was the feeling of the group that we need to strengthen the definitions of in-kind and local funds and make sure all are included in reports.  Greater specificity is needed.    
VOTE:
All FaDSS Council persons present voted aye.  The recommendation was accepted.  

8.
Nomination Committee – Ms. Stephanie Stebens
Nomination Committee Recommendation:

Ms. Stebens stated that the first nomination is for the Chairperson of the FaDSS Council.  Mr. Brand nominated Mr. Zebulon Beilke –McCallum for the potion to complete Ms. Donna DeShaw’s term.  The term goes through November, 2014.  The nomination committee reviewed the nominations and it is the recommendation of the nomination committee that Mr. Zebulon Beilke - McCallum be approved for the nomination for chairperson.  

Discussion: 

Mr. Beilke McCallum asked if there were any other nominations or discussions.  There were none. 

Vote:  

All Council members present voted aye.  Mr. Beilke - McCallum is the new chairperson through November 2014.   
Nomination Committee Recommendation:  
Ms. Stebens stated the nominations committee received a nomination from Mr. Doug Stodgel, nominating Ms. Kelly Trave as a citizen representative to the FaDSS Council for a three year term from March of 2014 through March of 2017.  

Vote:  
All Council members present voted aye.  Ms. Kelly Trave was elected to a three year term as citizen representative to the FaDSS Council.  
9.
Family Development Certification Update – Ms. Bonnie Mikelson and Ms. Lisa D’Aunno  

· Ms Easter Introduced Ms. Bonnie Mickelson and Ms. Lisa D’Aunno form the National Resource Center (NRC) at the University.  Ms Easter explained that all of Iowa All Family Development Specialist must receive the Family Development Certification training within one year of hire.  Previously there were two providers that provided the training. The National Resource Center (NRC) at the University of Iowa and Iowa State University in Ames.  ISU no longer provides the training. 
· Ms. Easter stated that the FaDSS Council is responsible for approving the providers and the curriculum for the certification.  The Council has standard for the certification.  It has been awhile since the Council has had a provider discuss the certification.  
· Ms. Bonnie Mikelson explained the Certification Training providing handouts.
· The training was provided for the first time in 1986 funded by ICAA. NRC currently provides the training all over the country.

· The training takes eight days.  Three days one month, three days the next month, and two final days.  Participants are required to successfully complete three homework assignments, and pass an exam.     
·  Family Development Certification is attended by various organizations throughout Iowa.
· This program teaches people how to connect with families.  This model helps strengthen their understanding of how you partner with families, engage families, skillfully and respectfully.  

· Discussions are held on child and adult mental health, family violence, family addictions, and they have just added ACES, and of course poverty. 

· ACES is a shift from  “What is wrong with you?” to “ What happened to you?”  

· All material is kept updated.     
· Last summer FaDSS provided a “Re-Certification” for 25 specialists who had received training at least 5 years ago.  

· NRC provides Family Development Certification  training two times a year and the training is evidence based
· Ms. Lisa D’Aunno explained the background of the training.  She discussed the handout that breaks down the all the components of the training.  The knowledge base is broken down to cite the research behind each component.  
10.

Committee Updates – Ms. Davydov
 Outcomes
· Ms. Davydov explained that a sub-committee of the Outcomes Committee met in February.  Currently working on results of a survey that the subcommittee requested regarding the self sufficiency matrix.
Training 
· The committee will be meeting later spring or early summer to work on a number of issues.
11.
Staff Update – Staff 

  Trainings – Ms. Easter
· The Prevent Child Abuse Iowa Conference will be held April 14-April 16.  

· DHR FaDSS staff and Ms. Mindy Clayton (MICA) will present on the FaDSS Model.

· Ms. Mindy Clayton & Ms. Easter  will be do a break out session on how to tie assessments to goal setting and referrals for families.

· The Iowa Community Action Association (ICAA) training conference will be held on July 9-11 at the West Des Moines Marriott.  


Capacity – Ms. Easter
· Capacity is at 100% or over, some grantees are below the 95% capacity but not to the level of council involvement

Web Based System – Ms. Easter
· This is status quo – nothing has changed with the web based system.

12.
FaDSS and Council Representative’s Updates
· Ms. Scott reported that the Iowa College Aid is working on a city based strategy to increase degree credentialing within cities that are participating.  VISTA members will be in four communities.   They will be creating social or helping to pull together the social and financial networks within a community to help students who are struggling with poverty.  They will be in Burlington, Council Bluffs, Waterloo, and Marshalltown.  Rachel will have applications for those.  Applicants must be at the federal poverty level. 
· Mr.  Brand stated that FaDSS funding is still being worked out in the legislature.  
· Ms. Easter stated that FaDSS staff will be getting information out to the FaDSS grantees as soon as the funding level is approved.  Grantees can start working on budgets and base the budget on status quo funding.  
13.
Adjournment.

Mr. Rendon moved that the meeting adjourn.  Ms. Stebens seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned 
at 1:15.  

14.
Next Meeting 


The next meeting will be held on May 15, 2014 at 1:00 to 1:00 at Polk County River Place – Room 1A,


Des Moines, Iowa

  










Respectfully submitted,

























Marcia Thompson
.  
Mission:


Improve the lives of families at risk of long-term welfare dependency or family instability


By creating opportunities for self-sufficiency.
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