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An issue that continually arises in the juvenile justice system is the intersection of high social need and risk to public safety. This has law enforcement, judges, probation officers, other youth serving professionals, and school officials using justice tools to engage social problems. Indeed, the proliferation of specialty courts (substance abuse, truancy, girls, mental health etc.) courts are testament to this fact. 

This dynamic is complicated when engaging racial equity in juvenile justice systems as the issue of poverty rather than ethnicity is seen as the primary driver for law violations or school misbehaviors for young people. Poverty in this context can be viewed as “race neutral” or “colorblind” and therefore any further examination of disparities is a waste of time or outside the scope of the justice system. 

We want to unpack this in your table discussions as part of your planning. We want to learn about your approach to equity and the administration in this regard.
____________________________________________________________

School data reflect that disparities are significant for African-American youth that exhibit disruptive behavior and violate attendance policies. Should the school and justice system engage this as an equity issue? 

If so, why?  If not, why not?

What strategy would you engage to address this issue?

How would you measure success of the strategy?

Are there policies and practices that schools employ that contribute to these practices?  If so, what are they?
What strategy would you engage to address this issue?
How would you measure success of the strategy?

Does your collaborative have the right participants at the table? If so say why. If not who is missing? 

Are there major data elements you need that you cannot get to address this problem?
______________________________________________________________

African-American you are arrested at a rate 6.5 times that of White youth, and arrests for African-American youth are increasing.  Are there policies and practices that make for this disparity or is it solely based on youth behavior? 

What strategies would you employ at address this issue, if any?
How would you measure success of the strategy? 

Does your collaborative have the right participants at the table? If so say why. If not who is missing? 

Are there major data elements you need that you cannot get to address this problem?
Juvenile detention data reflect that detention holds for African-American youth for technical violations increased 72% in recent years (increases for Latinos at 27% and White youth at 7%). Are there policies and practices that make for this disparity or is it solely based on youth behavior? 

What strategies would you employ at address this issue, if any?
How would you measure success of the strategy? 

Does your collaborative have the right participants at the table? If so say why. If not who is missing? 

Are there major data elements you need that you cannot get to address this problem?
 
What are one or two strategies that could be implemented to fairly reduce DMC on each issue, while maintaining school/neighborhood/community security? 
 
For the strategies you identify in the above question:

What other local leaders / stakeholders will you need at the table to effectively develop and implement those strategies? 

What data will you need to evaluate whether your strategies have been effective at reducing DMC? 

Is there a need for policy/practice change to affect reductions?
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