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 Iowa Ten-Year Prison Population Forecast FY 2015 - FY 2025 
 

The Iowa Department of Human Rights’ Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning has released 

the FY 2015-FY 2025 Prison Population Forecast.  This forecast is a projection of Iowa’s prison 

population over the next ten years in the absence of system reforms. 

 

Iowa's prison population is expected to increase from 8,188 inmates on June 30, 2015 to a projected 

10,058 inmates by June 30, 2025. This results in a 23 percent increase over the ten-year period if current 

offender behaviors and justice system trends, policies, and practices continue. 

 

A major contributor to the projected increase stems from lengthy sentences for sex offenders and violent 

offenders serving mandatory minimum terms. While the forecast suggests an increase over the ten-year 

period, it is anticipated that future forecasts will predict lower populations given the expected release of 

the first offenders convicted of Robbery in the Second Degree who served a 70% sentence. Continuation 

of current parole practices may also contribute to future decreases in the population.  

 

The forecast also indicates that African-Americans continue to be over-represented in new prison 

commitments (in FY 2015, 21.9% of new commitments were African-American), suggesting that 

African-Americans will continue to be over-represented in the prison population in the future. 

 

Since FY 2011, prison populations have decreased.  After a record high of 9,009 inmates in April 2011, 

the population has since declined to 8,188 inmates on June 30, 2015.  This reduction is largely 

attributable to an increase in prison releases, particularly the proportion of inmates released via parole.  

 

The entire report can be found at: 

https://humanrights.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/media/Forecast2015.pdf 
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