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Minutes of Regular Meeting 
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1007 E. Grand Avenue 

Des Moines, Iowa 
 

September 20, 2017 
 
 

Present: Tom Walton, Chair; Tiffany Allison; Kim Cheeks; DeAnn Decker; Tom Ferguson; 
Dale Woolery for Steve Lukan; Lettie Prell; Kurt Swaim; Tony Thompson; Doug 
Wolfe; Ex-Officio: Hon. Jeffrey Neary; Sen. Rich Taylor; Rep. Mary Lynn Wolfe 

 
Staff: Steve Michael; Kile Beisner; Kathy Nesteby; Julie Rinker; Lanette Watson 
 
Others: Betty Andrews; Jean Basinger; Laura Book; Cathy Engel; JoAnn Finkenbinder;  

Bill Freeland; Catherine Huggins; Chris Robinson; Beth Skinner; Alice Wisner; 
Daniel Zeno 

 
I. Call to Order, Welcome, and Introductions 
 

Tom Walton, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:44 p.m.  A quorum was not 
present until shortly after the meeting was called to order.  Action taken was conducted 
once a quorum was present, the order of the agenda was modified accordingly. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes – May 17, 2017 
 

Tony Thompson moved to approve the minutes from the May meeting, seconded 
by Tom Ferguson.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
III. Follow-Up to Research Requests from May 17, 2017 Meeting 

 

 Driver’s License Sanctions 
 

A year ago, during the September, 2016 meeting, Mark Lowe, Director, Iowa 
Department of Transportation (DOT), provided information regarding driving 
sanctions.  Since then, this Board requested more information.   

  
Beisner reviewed a brief: “Driver’s License Sanctions for Drug Offenses:  Local and 
National Review”.  The brief summarized Iowa Code §901.5 which provides for 
sentencing requirements for drug offenders and the suspension of driving rights, as 
well as 2016 driving sanctions, and federal highway funding compliance 
requirements.  While a majority of states use a provision in federal law to opt out, 
Iowa is one of twelve states that continue to enforce automatic driver’s license 
suspension for those convicted of a drug offense.   
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According to correspondence from Lowe, Iowa could opt-out of the federal 
requirements if the legislature passed a resolution opposing enforcement and the 
governor issued a statement concurring with the resolution and opposing 
enforcement, subject to review and approval by the National Highway 
Transportation Safety Administration. 
 
The Board discussed issues related to non-driving related sanctions.  There was 
consensus to invite Director Lowe to the November meeting to further discuss the 
matter and possibly include a recommendation in this year’s report to the General 
Assembly.   
 

 Gun Ban for Domestic Abuse 
 

Beisner reviewed a brief:  “Banning Guns for Domestic Abuse Offenders”.  The 
information was prepared in response to a request during the May 2017 meeting 
regarding whether it was possible to automatically restore gun rights for offenders 
charged with simple misdemeanor domestic abuse.   
 
In Iowa, firearm rights can be restored through a pardon by the Governor.  
Otherwise, a restoration of firearm rights is not possible.  Federal law requires that 
an individual must have their civil rights restored.  In Iowa, those rights are never 
lost.  Therefore, an individual cannot have rights restored that were never lost. 
 
The brief included information regarding laws prohibiting firearm and/or ammunition 
purchase or possession; firearm surrender requirements in other states; and Iowa 
recidivism rates for first-time simple misdemeanant domestic abusers. 
 

 Voting Rights Restoration for Felons  
 

Beisner reviewed “Restoring Voting Rights for Felons”.  Iowa Code §48A.6 states 
that a person convicted of a felony (state or federal) is disqualified from registering 
to vote and voting unless their rights have been restored by either the Governor or 
the President of the United States.  In Iowa, these rights may be restored through 
an application process with the Office of the Governor. 
 
In 2005, Governor Vilsack restored voting rights for convicted felons through an 
Executive Order.  That Executive Order was later rescinded by Governor Branstad.  
Iowa is one of three states to impose permanent disenfranchisement for all 
convicted felons until their individual rights are restored by the government. 
 
Representative Wolfe noted that the legislature could pursue redefining ‘infamous 
crime’ as something other than a felony in the Iowa Constitution.  She did not think 
it was a public safety issue for this Board. 

 

IV. 2017 PSAB Recommendation Review 
 

The Board discussed content to be included in this year’s report to the General 
Assembly.   
 
Ferguson suggested removing the recommendation to modify quantities of powder and 
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crack cocaine.  During the last legislative session, the quantity of crack cocaine was 
raised more than what was recommended by this Board.  Woolery suggested 
monitoring the new legislation and data. 
 
Ferguson moved to approve “Section II. Priority Areas for the 2017 Legislative 
Session” as written last year, with the removal of “Modifying Penalties for 
Powder and Crack Cocaine”, seconded by Lettie Prell. 
 
Judge Neary suggested referencing that the Board will continue to monitor the new law 
and consider making recommendations in the future.  Beisner noted that this 
legislation will be included in the Legislation Monitoring Report by the Criminal & 
Juvenile Justice Planning Advisory Council.  
 
The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Ferguson moved to include a recommendation to 1) eliminate driving sanctions 
for failure to pay fines; 2) eliminate driving sanctions for those convicted of 
controlled substance violations per Iowa Code §901.5(10)(a)-(b); and 3) take 
steps to apply for a federal highway funding exemption with the National 
Highway Transportation and Safety Administration.  The motion was seconded 
by Prell and was unanimously approved. 
 
Ferguson moved to remove “Continuation of Study of Juvenile Sentencing 
Options in Adult Court” and “Appropriate use of Risk Assessments for Drug 
Traffickers” from “Section III. Other Recommendations of the Public Safety 
Advisory Board” and keep “Implementation of Results First in Iowa’s 
Corrections and Juvenile Justice Systems”.  The motion was seconded by Prell 
and was unanimously approved. 

 
V. Public Comment:  There was no public comment during this agenda item. 
 
VI. Issues for Next Meeting 

 
The November meeting will include discussion of voting rights for felons, a 
presentation by the DOT, and the draft PSAB report to the General Assembly. 

 
VII. Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:33 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Julie Rinker 
Administrative Secretary 
Div. of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 


