Iowa Youth Congress Member Bios
Anamosa District
Ava Challenger (she/her/hers)
Ava Challenger is a senior at Xavier High School and this is her
first year in IYC. She participates in springboard diving, show
choir, varsity cheer, mock trial, and musical. Some of her
favorite things are math, cheer, music, and performing on
stage. She plans to go to college and major in math or aerospace
engineering, then work at NASA.

Cameron Andrews (he/him/his)
Cameron Andrews is a freshman at Cedar Rapids Washington
High School. This is his first year in Iowa Youth Congress. He
participates in Mock Trial, debate, speech, basketball, and
soccer. Cam also has two sisters and a dog named Tillie.

Davis Robe (he/him/his)

Davis Robe is a sophomore at Xavier High School in and this is
his first year participating in IYC. He is involved in many
activities, such as marching band, choir, and showchoir. He is a
youth ambassador as Czech Prince for the Czech Heritage
Foundation of Iowa. In his spare time he is an avid participant
in the robins mock trial program. Davis plans on going to Drake
University with plans to major in Political Science and History.
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Elise Broghammer (she/her/hers)
Elise Broghammer is a freshman at Anamosa High School. She is
excited to participate in her first year of Iowa Youth Congress. Elise
works well exceeding expectations in the classroom environment and
continues to works diligently as a member of student council,
participant of three years in mock trial, contributing in quiz bowl,
competing in the knowledge bowl, and volunteering. She also enjoys
participating in sports such as swim team, soccer, cross country,
track, and archery along with extra curriculars such as band. Elise
drives a passion in the environment, art, and learning. She has many
ideas of what she wants for future career but has not decided as of
now but considers doing something related to law.

Jefferson Challenger Jr. (he/him/his)
Jefferson Challenger Jr. is a senior at Xavier High School and this
is his first year in Iowa Youth Congress.

Marrissa Wren (she/her/hers)
Marrissa Wren is a junior at Linn-Mar High School and this is
her first year in Iowa Youth Congress.
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Nyla Upal (she/her/hers)
Nyla Upal is a junior at Dubuque Hempstead High School and
this is her first year as an Iowa Youth Congress member. At
school, she participates in debate, Model UN, both individual
and group speech, tennis, student senate, green team, french
club, and her school's theater productions. She plans on going to
college in political science or international relations.

Shrey Kapoor (he/him/his)
Shrey Kapoor is currently a senior from Linn-Mar High School in
Marion, Iowa. He is a part of the Anamosa District, and it is his
first year in IYC. He holds leadership positions in HOSA-FHP,
NHS, and his school’s tutoring center. His main activities
include FBLA, golf, tennis, and student council. This year in IYC,
Shrey aims to make a real difference for students inside and
outside the classroom

Atlantic District
Abigail Erickson (she/her/hers)
Abigail Erickson is a junior at Audubon Middle-High School.
This is her first year in Iowa Youth Congress. She is involved in
choir, show choir, FFA, volleyball, and student senate. She
currently stands as secretary of her class and participates in
silver cord. Abigail plans on going into the medical field with an
interest in radiology at an undecided university.
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Brittany Huston (she/her/hers)

Brittany Huston is a junior at Audubon Middle-High School. This is
her first year of service in IYC, and she hopes to extend her service
through her Senior year. Brittany is an active participant in her
schools Choir program and did three years of Show Choir. She is
passionate about dancing and has been a member of Villa Dance
Company since 2016. Brittany loves all genres of music, but some of
her favorite artists include Queen, Harry Styles, and Billie Eilish.
After Brittany graduates High School she plans to attend Iowa State
University and major in Interior Design.

Camryn Moon (she/her/hers)
Camryn Moon is a sophomore at Abraham Lincoln High School
and this is her first year in IYC. Camryn is a member of the
Abraham Lincoln’s girls swim team and plans on being a
swimmer throughout high school. She occasionally volunteers at
the Omaha Henry Doorly Zoo and volunteers with her Church
Youth group. She plans to attend law school to receive a law
degree and become a women’s rights lawyer and to run for
political office.

Chloe Carter (she/her/hers)
Chloe Carter is a junior at Abraham Lincoln High School in
Council Bluffs, Iowa. This is her first year participating in IYC.
She is involved in cross country, cheerleading, track, National
History Day, student council, speech and Youth Leadership
Council Bluffs. She plans on majoring in either Political Science
or History at an undecided university.
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Eleanor Cooper-Ohm (she/her/hers)
Eleanor Cooper-Ohm is a Junior at Lewis Central High School.
This is her first year in IYC. She holds leadership positions in
school such as Vice President of GirlUp, Historian of Drama Club,
Tribe Leader in Student Council, and Vocal Captain in Show
Choir. She participates in drum line, five-star, mock trial,
national honor society, and volunteers at the Henry Doorly Zoo.
Eleanor runs a service project called Food for Thought which
hands out books to children at a local food pantry. She plans to
major in environmental economics.

Terry Larkin (he/him/his)
Terry Larkin is a senior in high school at Abraham Lincoln, and
this is his first year in Iowa Youth Congress. He is an active
participant in the music programs, being involved in band,
choir, and show choir for all four years of his high school
career. Terry wishes to pursue a higher education, and to go to
college for music education.

Charles City District
Cannen Vold (he/him/his)

Cannen Vold is a freshman at West Fork High School and this
is his first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Cannen has been the
president of his class for the last two years and he plays
football, basketball, and baseball. He loves the outdoors and
some activities he likes to participate in is hunting, fishing, and
hiking. Cannen plans to attend Johns Hopkins University or
the University of Washington after high school
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G Ellerbroek (they/them/theirs)

G Ellerbroek is a senior at Waverly Shell-Rock High School. They
enjoy swimming, photography, 4H, volunteering, and their job as
a CNA. They are the president of the local Leo’s Club participate
in speech, robotics, CCL, as well as many other activities. As well
as being heavily involved in the community, G also enjoys making
art and reading. G is planning on a pre-med path in college,
majoring in biochemistry.

Kaleia Sudduth (she/her/hers)
Kaleia Sudduth is a senior at Columbus Catholic High School and this
year is her first year in IYC. She is in Honors Choir, JV Basketball,
Allen Nurse Camp, and Young People Willing Workers Awarded Iowa
Churches of God In Christ. She also volunteers for KBBG 88.1 FM and
is an advocate for abolishing puppy mills. Kaleia enjoys teaching kids
how to swim as an employee of the Waterloo Sports Plex. She is
passionate about people in general, especially about youth. Kaleia
plans to graduate in the Spring of 2022 and attend a junior college to
excel in nursing.

Kira Strashko (she/her/hers)
Kira Strashko is a junior at West Fork High School and this is her
third year participating in Iowa Youth Congress.
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Mira Keeran (she/her/hers)
Mira Keeran is a senior at Cedar Falls High School. This is her third year in
IYC and she is serving as a district officer for Charles City. She is involved
in tennis, student senate, coaching underprivileged kids, science club,
volunteer club, and orchestra. She won the first women’s tennis
championship in school history in doubles and second as a team which
was the highest finish for Cedar Falls last season. She was also awarded
the Governor’s Volunteer Award. As a board member for the Club Kids For
a Cause Inc. non-profit, she has raised over $28,000 to raise to cancer
charities from tennis tournaments over the past 3 years. Mira Keeran
plans on majoring in human physiology at an undecided university.

Owen Deibler
Owen Deibler is a sophomore at Cedar Falls High School. This is
Owen's second year participating in Iowa Youth Congress.

Samuel Heerts (he/him/his)
Samuel Heerts is a sophomore at Dike-New Hartford High School,
and this is his first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Samuel
participates in band, choir, speech, and drama at his school. Some
of his achievements include advancing to the National History Day
state competition twice and national competition once, as well as
being chosen as a finalist in the Know Your Constitution
Competition. In his free time, he enjoys reading and playing the
saxophone. Samuel plans to attend a 4-year college to pursue
either history or music.
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Des Moines District
Aaron Martin (he/him/his)
Aaron Martin is a senior at Ankeny Centennial High School. This
is his second year in Iowa Youth Congress, and he greatly enjoys
politics. He is also the chairperson of the Ankeny Mayor's Youth
Council, has attended Boy's State, and is also a part of his
school's student council.

Aarushi Gupta (she/her/hers)

Aarushi Gupta is a junior at Johnston high school and this is her first
year in IYC. She has been involved in the Iowa Department of Human
Rights Racial Justice Youth Action Squad, and is a team member of the
Iowa Student Learning Institute. She was part of the first student panel
ever present at a State of Iowa Board of Education meeting, and spoke
on a student panel as part of the Iowa Department of Education's "Let's
Talk Justice" webinar. Aarushi recently presented at the GHAEA
summit about the importance of Social-emotional learning and student
voice. Apart from advocating for social justice, she enjoys playing
guitar, skateboarding, and exploring random things with her friends.

Andrew Kaprich (he/him/his)
Andrew Kaprich is a junior at Ankeny High School and is a first year
member of the Iowa Youth Congress. Andrew is an active member of
the National and Spanish Honor Societies, Ankeny Hawks Marching
Band, the show choir Perpetual Motion, and many other activities in
school and out of school. Outside of school, he is a team leader at the
Ankeny Outside Scoop ice cream store. Andrew is passionate about
helping others through his involvement in groups such as the
Animal Rescue League and Teens Against Human Trafficking.
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Clowey Tyler (she/her, they/them)
Clowey Tyler is a Junior at Des Moines North High School. This is
her first year in IYC. They participate in debate and leadership club
and were a member of the DHR's Youth Action Squads. She is also a
member of North's student council and apart of Silver Chord. She is
committed to helping make her community better for her peers.
After high school she plans on attending Iowa State to major in
Animal Science and later perusing a career as a veterinarian.

Jackson Dietzenbach (he/him/his)
Jackson Dietzenbach is a senior at Southeast Polk and this is his first year
in IYC. He is involved in football, wrestling, volleyball, and tennis. He is
also a member of student council, DECA, NHS, FCA, MVP, and is a schoolselected student ambassador. Not to mention a Got Bounce member,
Community Youth Concepts uVoice member, and club president of
Interact club; all groups focused around volunteer work in his community.
He has received awards as an AP scholar, silver cord recipient, blood cord
recipient, letter winner in all previously listed sports, and has earned the
Lamp of Knowledge, a school academic award. Not only is he active in
school and non-school-oriented extra-curriculars but he can be seen
volunteering at SS John and Paul Catholic church. Jackson plans to attend
the United States Naval Academy with an undecided major at the time.

Jemma Bullock (she/her, they/them)
Jemma Bullock is a junior at Ankeny High School. This year will
be her first time participating in Iowa Youth Congress. Jemma
runs the student Political Engagement Club at her school. She
plans on going to MIT for a double major in Artitectural and
Mechanical Engineering. Jemma hopes to go on to become an
Imagineer at Disney to design rides and attractions.
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Maia Long (she/her/hers)

Maia Long is a sophomore who is homeschooled and this is her
first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Maia was also in the Racial
Justice Youth Action Squad, a DHR program, where she
advocated for combatting bullying in schools. She loves to learn
languages, read, write, and eat boba. She also enjoys writing,
singing, music, and advocacy. Her goal is to use her God given
gifts to spread his hope and love to everyone.

Matthew Monsivais (he/him, they/them)

Matthew Monsivais is a senior at Ankeny Centennial HS, and this is
his first year participating in IYC. Matthew is passionate about
politics, activism, and his education or anything that allows him to
expand his knowledge; he is a part of Mayor’s youth council for
Ankeny, National Honor Society, Silver Cord, and he is a student
ambassador for his school. Other than that, Matthew likes to learn
about astrology, go shopping, clean, do yoga as well as bike and
run. He likes to travel as well. Matthew has applied for the
Legislative Page position at the Legislature for the 2022 session and
he has plans to go to the University of Iowa to study Political
Science and Economics.

Nicholas Watson (he/him/his)
Nicholas Watson is a senior at Roosevelt High School and this is
his first year participating in Iowa Youth Congress.
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SaraGrace Lamb (she/her/hers)

SaraGrace Lamb is a junior at Roosevelt High School and this is
her first year as a member of Iowa Youth Congress. Previously,
she was a member of DHR's Covid-19 Youth Action Squad, along
with participating in her school's mock trial team, theatre, and
National Honors Society. She is passionate about child protection.
When she is not at the barn jumping horses or doing school work,
she is staying as involved in the Juvenile protection system as she
can. SaraGrace plans on becoming a juvenile attorney and child
advocate, while staying active in her community.

Wayko Wagner (he/him/his)

Wayko Wagner is a senior at Ankeny Centennial Highschool and
this is his first year in IYC. He enjoys getting involved in his
community and school as a member of the Ankeny Mayor’s Youth
Council, student council, National Honor Society, the Centennial
Robotics hardware team leader, and part of the National Council on
Youth Leadership. He has completed the Silver Cord Award by being
active in his community, as well as two Spirit of a Jaguar Awards
through his display of leadership at school. He loves to travel, work
out, and enjoys spending time with friends. In the future he plans
on attending college and majoring in business with a minor in
Chinese.
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Emmetsburg District
Lexi Duffy (she/her/hers)

Lexi Duffy is thrilled to be taking on her first year with the Iowa
Youth Congress and is the District Officer for Emmetsburg as well
as the ICYD Liaison! A rising senior at Okoboji High School, she is
active in all things policy and public speaking. Whether it be
competing in Congressional Debate at the national tournament or
acting as the Director of Legislative Affairs of March for Our Lives
Iowa, Lexi is no stranger to the legislative process. She plans on
pursuing a career in policy and public service, and she hopes to use
the knowledge gained from this program to create meaningful
change in her small-town community.

Iowa City District
Alexandra Curtu (she/her/hers)
Alex Curtu is a senior at Iowa City West High and is in her third
year of Iowa Youth Congress. She spends her free time playing
varsity volleyball and leading the state as officer in Business
Professionals of America (BPA). Alex was born in Romania and is
bi-lingual, speaking Romanian at home with her family. Alex loves
traveling, especially visiting her family members which live in 5
different nations across the globe. Her plans for next year are to
attend college, somewhere hopefully outside the state of Iowa, and
study economics & public policy. She is passionate about human
rights issues, including Women's Rights, LGBTQ+ Rights, the
rights of People of Color, and other underrepresented groups.
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Beatrice Kaskie (she/her/hers)

Beatrice Kaskie is a senior at Iowa City Liberty High School and this is
her third year in IYC. During her time in IYC, she has served on a
multitude of committees and enjoyed working with peers from across
the state, making new friends, and learning something new everyday!
At school, she is a leader in the Students for Environmental Action club
and National Honors Society. She is also a member of the volleyball
team, Mentor for Violence Prevention program, student council, and
Science Olympiad team! Beatrice is planning on majoring in
Environmental Science with an interest in sustainable community
development at an undecided university.

Bothina Abdelrahman (she/her/hers)
Bothina Abdelrahman is a junior at City High School and this is
her first year participating in Iowa Youth Congress.

Matisse Arnone (he/him/his)

Matisse Arnone is currently a junior at City High School and this is
his first year in IYC. Matisse is involved in band where he is a Drum
Major and an All-Stater on French Horn. Matisse is also a member of
two jazz bands, show choir combo, Environmental and Gardening
club, Student Senate, Interact Club, and is a City High Ambassador.
He regularly volunteers for the Iowa City nonprofit Field to Family.
Matisse plays piano, trumpet, and french horn, and he is also an
amateur baker. Matisse is interested in possibly majoring in Political
Science or Biochemistry in college but he is not sure where yet.
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Maya Chu (she/her/hers)
Maya Chu is a Junior at Iowa City West High School. This is her
first year in IYC and she is excited to advocate for change and
learn about policymaking. Maya also participates in Speech
and Debate, Student Government, Science Olympiad, and
plays the violin in orchestra. She is the Feature Editor for her
school's student newsmagazine, the West Side Story. Some of
her hobbies include painting and playing word games.

Santiago Fajardo (he/him/his)
Santi Fajardo is a junior at Liberty High School and is in his
first year of Iowa Youth Congress. He is involved in Show
Band, Jazz Band, robotics and mock trial at his school. Outside
of school, he enjoys spending time with family and friends as
well as playing some videos games or maybe even watching a
basketball game (he is a big fan of the LA Clippers). He also has
a strong passion for all things relating to politics and the issues
affecting our society.

Srimaan Aravamudhan (he/him/his)
Srimaan is a Junior from West high, Iowa City. He is interested
in volunteering activities and has established a program to boost
the morale of the hospitalized kids called Paintings for a smile.
He is a proud member of the school-based mentorship program
called Members in Violence Prevention. He is a member of the
Redcross and the hospital volunteer team. His interest includes
reading, swimming, playing with his friends. Plans for the future
include a master's degree in communication and art.
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Thomas Pierce (he/him/his)
Thomas Pierce is a senior at Iowa City West High School and is a
first year member of IYC. He looks forward to meeting new
people and creating a more engaging platform for youth to
participate in government and public service. He is involved in
sports, wrestling, baseball, and cross country. He is also involved
in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Dongari (Korean Culture
Club), and orchestra at school. In his freetime, Thomas loves to
spend time with friends and make YouTube videos. Thomas is
interested in studying environmental science and law in college.

Marshalltown District
Addyson Danielson (she/her/hers)
Addy Danielson is a sophomore at Ames High School and this is
her first year in Iowa Youth Congress. At school, she is involved
in Ames sunrise movement and Students Advocating For Civil
Rights Education (SACRE). She is also involved in a performance
Irish dance team based out of Ames, Iowa.

Grace Downey (she/her/hers)
Grace is a senior in Ogden who enjoys spending her time on the
schools cheer team and student council. Grace loves to help out
her community and has assisted in many community service
projects. Her favorite community service project is spending
time with the senior citizens at the senior fun night put on by the
Ogden student council.
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Haley Reed (she/her/hers)

Haley Reed is a senior at the Marshalltown High School. This is
Haley's first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Haley spends her time
being involved in the Marshalltown School District and is an
acting School Board Representative, she is on her second year in
that leadership position. Haley spends her time with friends and
family, and loves to volunteer. After graduation she plans on
attending college for a Business Administration degree.

Jonathan Meyer (he/him/his)

Jonathan Meyer is a senior from South Tama County High
School and this is his first year in IYC. Jonathan is involved in
cross country, track, marching band, concert band, varsity jazz
band, pep band, honor bands, National Honor Society, prom
committee, and student council. He has been captain of the
STC Cross Country team for three years. Jonathan has a
YouTube channel called "Tama Project Elite" where he creates
content about running and documents the success of the cross
country team. He is passionate about student voice and is
grateful for the opportunity to be a part of IYC.

Lauren Smith (she/her/hers)

Lauren Smith is a Sophomore at Ames High School. It is her
first year in Iowa Youth Congress. At school she plays
basketball, is an activist as a part of the Sunrise Movement,
and participates in Students Advocating for Civil Rights
Education (SACRE). She is also a member in her church, likes
to lift weights and in the future hopes to pursue a degree in
Law and Political Science.
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Leslie Kim (she/her/hers)
Leslie Kim is a junior at Ames High School. This is her first year on
Iowa Youth Congress. She is the controls lead for her FIRST
robotics team and is involved in Mock Trial, Debate, and Science
Fair. Leslie is passionate about STEAM accessibility and politics,
and in her free time, she enjoys writing and riding her bike around
Ames.

Libby Albright (she/her/hers)

Libby Albright is a junior from South Tama County High School and this is
her first year in IYC. Libby is an active member in her school as the vice
president of Student Council, the secretary of Thespian Troupe #1038, the
choir secretary, and a section leader in band. She is involved in plays and
musicals, large group and individual speech, marching band, concert band,
varsity jazz band, pep band, choir, National Honor Society, prom
committee, soccer, and science club. Libby serves as the 1st Vice Presidentelect of the Iowa Association of Student Councils, the 2022 Iowa
Communications State Thespian Officer, and has previously done work on
the Please Pass the Love Youth Advisory Board. Libby enjoys musicals,
hotdogs, and running, and is thrilled to be a member of IYC this year.

Muscatine District
Amerie Alvarado (she/her/hers)

Amerie Alvarado is a sophomore from West Liberty High School and
this is her first year participating in Iowa Youth Congress. She is
active in FFA Interact Club, and Upward Bound. Amerie enjoys
playing varsity soccer, varsity track and field, and wrestling for her
school. Amerie hopes to attend the University of Iowa in the future,
and plans to continue to learn about world cultures and pursue a
career as a foreign service officer or international teacher.
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Jayne Abraham (she/her/hers)

Jayne Abraham is a senior at Pleasant Valley High School and this is
her first year in IYC. She is currently the Editor-in-Chief of her high
school's online publication, the Spartan Shield, as well as the copy
editor of the print publication. Jayne is actively involved in two
clubs at her school, Girls Learn International and A Positive Place
Club, which are focused on promoting diversity and inclusivity. She
is also a four year Varsity soccer player at PV and works at Steel
Plow Davenport as a hostess. Jayne hopes to attend a four year, outof-state university next fall to pursue political science and/or
journalism.

John Quinones (he/him/his)
John Quinones is a junior at West Liberty High School and this is
his first year participating in Iowa Youth Congress.

Kavya Kalathur (she/her/hers)

Kavya Kalathur is a senior at Pleasant Valley High School. This is
Kavya’s third term in IYC; she currently serves as the District Officer
for the Muscatine District and was formerly the IYC Liaison. Kavya
has worked on bills in the areas of environment, education, and
diversity in previous IYC terms and aims to continue to advance such
impactful legislation this year. Apart from IYC, Kavya enjoys playing
tennis and the viola. She also actively participates in robotics and
math club and volunteers with children with disabilities. After high
school, Kavya plans to study applied math and economics in college.
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My Duyen Pavey (she/her/hers)
My Duyen Pavey is a junior at Pleasant Valley High School. She
is a new member of Iowa Youth Congress. She has been a part
of Youth Action Squads with the Iowa Department of Human
Rights. She looks foward to being part of IYC.

Vrindha Vegiraju (she/her/hers)
Vrindha Vegiraju is a senior as Pleasant Valley High School and
this is her first year in IYC. Vrindha is a technology enthusiast,
musician, and lvoes to travel. She is passionate about helping
her community's animal welfare and volunteers at King's
Harvest humane society. Vrindha is a life-long learner and
plans to purseue a career in STEM after graduating high school

Pella District
Faith Defenbaugh (she/her/hers)
Faith Defenbaugh is a sophomore at PCM high school. This is
her first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Faith volunteers and is in
extracurriculars. She wants to be the good in the world and
make change happen. She loves all, and she tried her hardest to
show people they are loved. She wants to go to college and get a
career.
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Grant Pedersen (he/him/his)

Grant Pedersen is a senior at Cardinal Community High School and
this is his first year on IYC. At school he is involved in track and field,
national honor society, concert band, marching band, and is the
captain of the quiz bowl team. He is also a 3rd year member of the
Ottumwa Legacy Foundation’s Legacy Youth Alliance which is a youth
in philanthropy group. One fun fact about Grant is that he won the
Iowa State Geographic Bee when he was in 7th grade. Grant's future
plans after high school are to move on to an undecided university to
study history with a pre-law track.

Nate Richards (he/him/his)
Nate Richards is a sophomore at PCM High School. He is a first
year member of IYC. He has been involved with many sports and
extracurriculars for a very long time. Some of the sports include
football, wrestling, and baseball. He is also very involved in fun
extracurriculars including FFA, school play, speech, and drama
club. He is very passionate about helping others. His future plans
involve something with Agriculture.

Sioux City District
Ahriana Torres (she/her/hers)

Ahriana Torres is a junior at Sioux City East High School and this
is her first year being a member in IYC. She is involved in March
For Our Lives and plays for her school’s tennis team. In her free
time, she enjoys playing with her dogs and reading books.
Ahriana hopes to become a geriatric psychiatrist in the future.
She has always enjoyed helping others and whenever possible,
Ahriana volunteers at her local Humane Society
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Ayla Nelson (she/her/hers)

Ayla Nelson is currently a high school junior at Bishop Heelen
Catholic high School. This is Ayla's first year in IYC, but she is
excited to have the opportunity to have a role in such an amazing
part of the community. Ayla works at Fiddler Creek MX, she is on
the executive council for Sioux City mayor's youth commission,
and she spends most for free time at her family's cabin. Ayla is
currently interested in working in aerospace or aviation
engineering.

Emily Hodge (she/her/hers)
Emily Hodge is a senior at North High School. She is a first time
member in IYC. Emily plans to bring a new perspective and fulfill
her IYC duties. She has served as an Environmental AmeriCorps
member for the summer of 2021 and is currently an executive
member of the Sioux City Mayor Youth Commission. She plans
to become a social worker or therapist and is seeking an
applicable college to further her dreams.

Grace Hodge (she/her/hers)

Grace Hodge is a sophomore at North High School and this is her
first year in IYC. She plays tennis both inside and outside of school.
In addition to playing tennis, she is a member of Mayor's Youth
Commission Executive Council where she is the young ambassador
coordinator, part of her school’s color guard team, mentors violence
prevention (MVP), Health occupations of America (HOSA), her
schools honor roll, and of course IYC. Grace also enjoys running and
reading for fun and likes to be very active in her community by doing
things such as volunteering for different organizations.
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Grace Nelson (she/her/hers)

Grace Nelson is a junior at Bishop Heelan Catholic High School. This
is her first year in IYC, which she was encouraged to join after
participating in DHR's Youth Action Squad for Racial Justice. Her
passion for advocacy work stems from her being a proud member of
the disability community as a full-time wheelchair user. She wants to
learn all she can about government leadership in hopes that after
high school she can pursue a career that focuses on advocating for
disability rights. In addition to IYC, she participates in the Sioux City
Mayor's Youth Commission, student council, environmental club,
choir, theatre and drama program, and is on the board of directors
of the northwest Iowa chapter of the FIRE Foundation - a non-profit
organization that helps students with disabilities gain access top an
inclusive and affordable catholic education.

Kayla Jabre (she/her/hers)
Kayla Jabre is a junior at Bishop Heelan High School. This is her
first year in IYC and she serves as one of the ICYD liaisons.
Besides being a part of IYC, Kayla swims on both the high school
and club teams, plays piano and oboe, and is part of her school’s
environmental club and the local Mayors Youth Commission
organization. She loves to travel, has two adorable cats, and lives
off of chocolate and noodles. As long as no sudden mind changes
occur, Kayla hopes to make it into law school to study more
about political science and the government.
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Kayla VonHaden (she/her/hers)
Kayla VonHaden is a freshman at East High in Sioux City. This is
her first year in Iowa Youth Congress. She participates in NSDA
in school and Mayors Youth Committee out of school. Despite
her busy schedule she likes to volunteer in her community. In the
future she would like to be a law major at an undecided school.

Lidya Tadesse (she/her/hers)
Lidya Tadesse is a Junior at East High School in Sioux City,
Iowa. This is her first year participating in Iowa Youth Congress.
Throughout high school, she has been involved in Debate, MYC,
the World Food Prize, and numerous other activities. In her free
time, she likes to read, journal, browse Pinterest, and spend
time with her family. Lidya is unsure about her future career
plans but she plans to attend a four-year university.

Olivia Duffy (she/her/hers)

Olivia Duffy is a senior at Woodbury Central High School and
this is her first year as a member of IYC. She is a leader in her
school band, a member of National Honor Society, is on the quiz
bowl team, and a member of pep club. In her free time she
enjoys reading. Outside of school, she volunteers at her church
helping teach the younger students and holds a job as an
assistant at an in-home daycare. She plans to attend college after
high school and hopes to teach overseas.
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Alicia Kamran (she/her/hers)

Alicia Kamran is a junior at Valley High School and this is her first year in
IYC. Alicia has been passionate about creating change in her community
from a young age, beginning in fifth grade when she began her own
fundraising initiative to support local children’s hospital, Blank Children’s
Hospital. Additionally, she has earned a variety of awards for her efforts,
such as the Governor’s Volunteer Award and the Aaron Eilerts Community
Service Award. She started a club at her high school, Kures4Kids, as a
freshman where she encourages students to come together and do good for
the community by supporting Blank Children’s Hospital through
participation in the Festival of Trees and Lights, activities such as writing
cards to kids, making tie blankets, and they hope to host a fundraiser later
this year! Alicia is also a member of the Valley High School chapter of HOSA
future health professionals, her School Improvement Advisory Committee
(SIAC), the Volunteen program at Iowa Lutheran Hospital, a tutor for
younger students through ConneXions tutoring, and part of the choir at
school. Alicia hopes to pursue a career in the medical field, currently
aspiring to become a psychiatrist.

Anika Yadav (she/her/hers)
Anika Yadav is a dedicated sophomore at Waukee High School, and this is
her first year in IYC. At school she is involved in Mock Trial (participant &
youth mentor), FIRST Robotics (participant and mentor), Color Guard, Key
Club (founder), and Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA Vice
President). She is also involved in her school district's administration with
the equity standards and leading with WE before ME. Anika has been
recognized with the FIRST Robotics Youth Mentor award, Community
Service Award, and she placed in top twelve internationally in FBLA for
Public Service Announcement on the effects of vaping. She is passionate
about the environment and youth education. In her free time, she likes to
write and play the piano. She hopes to pursue law and get involved in
legislation. Anika is optimistic about her first year in IYC and is looking
forward to advocating for Iowa communities and the youth.
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Ashline Bussanmas (she/her/hers)

Ashline Bussanmas is a senior and attends Norwalk High School.
This is her second year in Iowa Youth Congress. Ashline is the
Student Body President, a founding member of the Diversity,
Equity, Inclusivity group, and is also a member of Iowa SLI and
Student Voice Inc. She is very passionate about amplifying
student voices and improving the social climate of her school. She
hopes to attend Northeastern University and study Political
Science and Human Relations.

Cecilia Snow (she/her/hers)
Cecilia Snow is a junior at Norwalk High School and this is her
first year in IYC. Cecilia enjoys playing tennis and is on the team
at her school. She is also part of Dance marathon, which helps
raise monye for kids fighting cancer at the University of Iowa
Children's Hospital. Cecilia really enjoys politics and wants to
major in political science when she goes to a 4 year college in the
future.

Claire Gilbert (she/her/hers)

Claire Gilbert is a senior at Valley High School. This is her first
year of IYC, but she does plenty of other activities! At school, she
is president of the DECA team and serves on the student council.
She also does work around the community as an ambassador for
the Central Iowa Food Recovery Network and volunteers at her
local library! To really get to know Claire, you'd have to know how
much she loves to bake- it's even a tradition in her family to enter
baking contests at the Iowa State Fair every summer! She also
loves to babysit her little cousins and take care of her butterfly
garden.
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Haley Gonzalez (she/her/hers)

Haley Gonzalez is a senior at Adel DeSoto Minburn High School
and this is her first year as a member of IYC. Haley has played golf
all throughout high school and she is currently participating in a
program called Youth Leadership Initiative. In addition to this,
Haley is helping the backstage crew for her schools production of
“Freaky Friday,” and she plans to perform on her school’s speech
team. Being able to speak up about things important to her has
always been one of her strong suits and she hopes one day to be
able to have a position to positively impact lives around her. In
order to do this, Haley plans to attend Arizona State University to
major in Communications or Political Science.

Joe Su (he/him, they/them)
Joe Su is a junior at Valley. This is his second year in Iowa Youth
Congress. He is involved in student council, debate, mock trial,
science bowl, orchestra, tennis, model UN, and National Honor
Society. In his free time, he enjoys playing video games and
reading. Joe is hoping to attend law school in the future.

Kauai Cua (she/her/hers)
Kauai Cua (she/her/hers) is a senior at Valley High School. This is
her first year in the Iowa Youth Congress. She plays the cello,
volunteers for Silvercord and National Honor Society, and
participates in racial justice programs at her school. She plans on
majoring in Journalism in college.
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Lillian Albright (she/her/hers)
Lillian (Lilly) Albright is a Junior at Roosevelt High School and
attends Central Academy as well. This is her third year being
apart of Iowa’s Youth Congress. She is in drama and band at
her home school and plays the Clarinet. And is also apart of
debate in which her event is HI (humorous interpretation). In
her free time she enjoys knitting, reading, and listening to
music.

Pranesh Kalavala (he/him/his)
Pranesh Kalavala is a junior in Waukee High School and it's his
first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Pranesh participated in Boy
Scouts, FTC Robotics, swim, and track. He plans to go to
college and graduate in Environmental Chemistry and start a
business.

Rubi Archila-Acosta (she/her/hers)
Rubi Archila-Acosta is a junior at Norwalk Community High
School and this is her second year in Iowa Youth Congress.

