
 

 

Governor Kim Reynolds 

Lt. Governor Adam Gregg 

San Wong, Director 

JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
“To advocate for an effective, fair and equitable justice system for every Iowa youth.” 

MINUTES OF CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 
 

Origination Site:  Lucas State Office Building 
321 E. 12th Street, Room 208 

Des Moines, Iowa 
 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 
 

Present: Andrew Allen, Chair; Christy Burkhart*; Alexandra Byrnes; Hon. Susan Cox*; LaTasha 
DeLoach*; Wayne Ford*; Patrick Garcia*; Chad Jensen*; Jovan Johnson*; Jeremy Kaiser*; Roy 
Klobnak*; Sarah Madojemu; Tony Reed*; Jennifer Tibbetts*; Olivia Tidwell*; Jeff Wallace*; 
Jeralyn Westercamp*; Doug Wolfe* 

   
Staff: San Wong, DHR Director; Steve Michael; Taylor Barry; Dave Kuker; Scott Musel; Kathy 

Nesteby; Julie Rinker 
   
Others: Greg Ploegh*; Lori Rinehart 
*=Joined via phone 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
II. Roll-Call 
 

Andrew Allen, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m.  A quorum was present. 
 
III. Division & National Report 
 

Steve Michael reported the following: 
 

 Several JJAC members attended the Department of Human Rights’ (DHR) “Day on the Hill” 
on February 28. 

 HF634 provides for the merger of three councils within CJJP (Criminal & Juvenile Justice 
Planning Advisory Council, Public Safety Advisory Board, and Sex Offender Research 
Council).  The bill passed the House Public Safety Committee and will move to the House 
floor for a vote. 

 The Health and Human Services Appropriations bill includes a directive that CJJP convene 
a workgroup to review and make recommendations regarding the transfer of graduated 
sanction funds from DHS to State Court Administration.  A report is due July, 2020. 

 DHR has requested a status quo budget.  The Criminal Justice Information Systems and the 
Justice Data Warehouse budgets may be moved from infrastructure to the general fund.  
Funds in infrastructure are allowed to be carried over, where general fund appropriations 
are not.  Further discussions will be held with legislators regarding the proposed changes. 

 The State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council, Iowa Youth Congress, and Human Rights 
Chapters will all be accepting applications this spring.  Members were encouraged to share 
applications with interested young people. 

 Sexual Harassment Prevention training is required by all state employees.  Council 
members were invited to participate in the training, but not required to do so. 
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IV. Juvenile Justice Youth Development Allocation 
 

 Council Budget Report 
  

Scott Musel reviewed the council budget.  A balance of $18,081.07 remains. 
 

a. Task Force for Young Women Committee travel request for conference in 
Minneapolis – Action 

 
Kathy Nesteby reported that eight task force members are interested in attending a 
conference in Minneapolis regarding justice-involved women and girls.  The conference 
is:  “At the Margins:  The Intersectional Identities of Justice-Involved Women and Girls”.   
The information presented will inform task force members on current practices as they 
update the “Female Responsive Protocol for Adolescent Female Offenders”.   
 
Jennifer Tibbetts moved to send up to eight task force members to attend the 
Minnesota conference, seconded by Roy Klobnak.   
 
Members discussed concerns and needs in sending eight members to bring back 
information.  Tibbetts responded that justification comes from the quality of the 
conference, its close proximity, and the opportunity for task force members to gain 
knowledge to share with others who are active in this work. 
 
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Tibbetts asked about the budget discussion that took place during the Policy and 
Programs Subcommittee (PnP) meeting, but wasn’t discussed today.  Musel responded 
that due to the shortened meeting format, it will be discussed during the next in-person 
meeting.  Michael added that it was critical to have overall budget approval in order to 
submit the three-year plan to the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP).  That level of detail is not required and how funds are used will be 
discussed in further detail at a later date.  Allen agreed. 
 

b. Travel Claim Requirements and New Reimbursement Rates 
 

Musel reviewed a handout that summarized changes to state-level reimbursement rates 
and requirements regarding the submission of claims.   

 
c. 2019 Coalition for Juvenile Justice Conference in Washington DC (June 19 – 22, 

2019) 
 

Musel reported that three individuals were chosen to attend the Coalition for Juvenile 
Justice (CJJ) conference in June—Andrew Allen, LaTasha DeLoach, and Dave Kuker.   

 
V. Three-Year Plan Update 

 

 Budget Approval – Action 
 

Musel reviewed the budget details for the upcoming Formula grant application.  He reported 
that Iowa is a “minimum fund state” and, therefore, receives $400,000.  Of that, 75%, or 
$285,000, must be used to support targeted program areas.  The following was proposed: 
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$31,666  Aftercare/Reentry/Mental Health Services 
$55,000 Compliance monitoring, DMC, gender-specific services, justice system 

improvement 
$253,334  After-school programs, alternatives to detention/placement, community-based 

programs/services, graduated & appropriate sanctions. 
 
Sarah Madojemu moved to approve the budget, seconded by Klobnak.  The motion 
was unanimously approved. 
 
LaTasha DeLoach asked if future awards would increase as a result of the reauthorization 
of the JJDP Act.  Michael responded that although the JJDP Act authorizes spending up to 
a given amount, actual funding is determined by Congress through separate appropriations 
legislation. 
 

 Policy & Program Committee Recommendation on Youth Input: Talking Wall – Action 
 

Taylor Barry provided information on the “Talking Wall”.  The project seeks to gain feedback 
from system youth regarding suggested changes or improvements to Iowa’s foster care or 
juvenile justice system.  This effort has currently been implemented in 12 locations 
statewide, with most of the responses having been facilitated through various AMP Councils 
(Achieving Maximum Potential) which are comprised of current or former foster care youth. 
 
During the Policy & Programs Subcommittee (PnP) meeting, a discussion was held 
regarding ways to collect information from juvenile justice system youth.  The PnP voted to 
recommend expanding the “Talking Wall” project to juvenile justice youth in detention 
centers, group care, and other programs through juvenile court staff and community-based 
programs. 
 
Allen reported that the recommendation was coming from the PnP as a motion.  
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Barry also shared information on the recently developed Youth Resources website:  
https://sites.google.com/a/iowa.gov/dhr-youth-services/home.  The website provides links to a 
variety of resources and videos.  She asked members to share the information with colleagues 
and asked for recommendations regarding information that should be added to the site. 
 

 Task Force for Young Women Committee Recommendation on Priority Four: Female 
Equity – Action 

 
Tibbetts reported that the Task Force had recently met and approved changing some of the 
language related to the goals and objectives within the Female Equity priority area.  These 
changes seek to align with the federal Family First Prevention Act legislation and require 
council approval.  The recommendation was coming from the Task Force as a motion.  
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved. 
 

  

https://sites.google.com/a/iowa.gov/dhr-youth-services/home
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VI. Children’s “Mental Health” System State Board Report 
 

 HSB206 & SSB1197 – Establishment of a Children’s Behavioral Health System and 
State Board 
 
Allen provided an update regarding the status of legislation filed by the Governor’s office in 
late February on the establishment of a Children’s Behavioral Health System.  The bill 
provides a framework for a system and core services, but lacks detail on funding or specific 
services.  The bill addresses population, diagnoses, governance, data collection and 
reporting, among other structural details.  Allen thought that the bill passed out of the Health 
& Human Services Appropriations Subcommittee with amendments which included the 
addition of a 24-hour crisis line.  Due to some pushback on unintended consequences of 
screening, a six-month study may be conducted.  The Des Moines Register conducted a 
survey and found that 77% of families support screening.  Allen offered to share the link to 
the article. 
 
Members discussed concerns related to screening regarding racial bias and stigma.  Allen 
noted that some of the amendments to the bill were recommended by Iowa’s Children’s 
Mental Health Committee, a subcommittee of Iowa’s National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI).  He offered to share information on future meetings. 

 
VII. Adjourn 
 

Nesteby invited members to remain on the phone to discuss youth held in adult jails. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:52 a.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Rinker 
Administrative Secretary 
Div. of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 


