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Position Statement
It is the position of the Iowa Youth Congress, the voice of Iowa’s youth, to support a reordering of
recycling in Iowa’s schools. This legislation will reinstate the emphasis on the importance of proper waste
management methods and allocate funding and guidelines to do so. New legislation is needed so that it
may set guidelines for high schools and narrow the margin of error/interpretation by administrations.
Current Situation
School waste is up to 80% recyclable (County of Santa Barbara), which is much higher than what
is currently being recycled. This allows for schools to make a significant impact; if a comprehensive
recycling process is implemented within the public schools. Our conducted surveys from Des Moines
Public Schools indicate this need: only 17.8% of students claim that their school recycles, with 35.6%
indicating that they have recycling bins that are not being used, and 40% responded that they do not
know. For schools that do have recycling available, only 34.4% of students take part in recycling.
However, 87.8% of students claimed that they would recycle if it was readily available in their school:
this consists of accessible bins in every classroom, lunchroom, and area that houses after and before
school activities (Iowa Recycling Feedback). Currently, many schools do not have an effective recycling
system such as having bins being provided in every room in the building and having the waste emptied
daily. Some schools provide recycling bins, however, they have the students volunteer to take care of the
waste. This can be less effective as it can not ensure proper disposal of the recycling, and it’s not a
reliable way to ensure that waste is being recycled since there is no source of enforcement. Schools and
communities throughout Iowa are missing out on the benefits of recycling. Recycling helps shape habits
for students that will be continued as adults, conserve resources, and reduce fossil fuel usage. It is
common for schools throughout the U.S. to not have regulatory requirements or legal enforcement, and it
is estimated that recycling is conducted in 40% or less of the schools. The AB 827 law could be one
model for recycling. This law requires schools and certain businesses alike to provide labeled recycling
bins adjacent to regular waste bins in California (Sacramento). The latter overall expresses the lack of
involvement schools have in recycling, and some examples as to how schools could recycle more.
Rationale
A quote by environmental group, “Teach the Future found that 68% of students said that they
want to learn more about the environment. Despite this, 75% of teachers feel as though they haven’t
received adequate training to educate students about climate change” (Carter).
“The facts about waste are central to the environmental education of students, and the choices
tomorrow’s leaders will soon be called upon to make.” (AFT) Recycling in schools is a good place to
combat pollution and transform the planet, and reduce the number of greenhouse gasses in the

atmosphere. This issue is a priority, because it affects the different communities around Iowa. Trash that is
spread throughout the community could negatively affect its sources of food, water, and the environment.
Schools and other education facilities often are among the largest waste generators in any city, county, or
state.
Recommended Action
If officially supported by the Iowa legislature, custodial staff will be key in implementing a more
effective recycling system. Their work must be compensated correctly by increasing their wage as these
new duties fall in their line of work. We must communicate the function and meaningful purpose their
work has for the environment as well as give them the resources to do so. Some of these resources include
having plenty of well-identified bins for individual or group collection, a reference to district-specific
guidelines, and a list of what can be recycled. Meetings should be held with custodial staff to ensure that
communication with them takes place. Educating custodial staff on up-to-date recycling guidelines and
strategic bin placement will also make the recycling process more efficient. To include public schools in
recycling programs, we will remind districts that all cities in Iowa should have a recycling program in
place; either by joining a municipal recycling program or starting their own. School board members
should follow a unity plan outlined in the “RecycleNow'' website. The initiative is to guide schools to
being participatory in their local program without having to be involved in more than what is necessary.
Funding for resources is imperative in this program. We request that every district be distributed
funding according to the Iowa State Foundation Program. Another option is possible which is to allocate a
state public grant to school districts or cities to include schools in their recycling programs. Raising the
salaries of custodial staff, lunch preparation/ hygiene staff, or individuals who assume a leadership role in
championing the school-wide recycling initiative is strongly recommended. Funding must be fair and
distributed within an equitable ratio of property-rich communities and non-property-rich communities.
The funding serves to make the recycling process less burdensome and more plausible for school districts.
With these programs, it is important to be as transparent and educational as possible by using
presentations and activities regarding the incentives, responsibility of recycling, as well as student-led
organization possibilities. This is crucial to young children and students as they begin to form habits that
have an impact on their futures. Accessibility to recycling options is key as well. If available, schools
should provide reusable and recyclable resources to as many mediums as possible.A standard of what can
be recycled is a must in all schools, a generic list that can be generated and displayed on posters and in the
lines of policy will be provided. Secondly, if a district wishes to include recycling that has a need for other
means of delivery to a local return or disposal, they may take action for it. Third, it is extremely important
that schools take steps to rinse recycling (through the purchase of basin sinks or rinsing stations in
schools’ cafeterias as necessary) or provide action plans for students preparing to recycle. Recycling with
food remnants or other contaminants can not be recycled.
Recycling programs have the high potential to be very successful as they only have to mitigate a
couple variables and fit well because it is not very demanding for a school body.
Regards,
Environment Committee
Iowa Youth Congress
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