
Iowa Youth Congress Member Bios 

Central Region
Aaron Martin (he/him/his) - Aaron Martin is a junior enrolled in 
Ankeny Centennial High School. This is his first year in Iowa Youth 
Congress, and he is extremely excited to voice his opinion more. To 
him, speaking your voice is the most important thing a person can do, 
and one has to do it as often as possible. Aaron is currently in National 
Honor Society, Mayors Youth Council, Show Choir, and volunteers 
when available. He is extremely excited for the year ahead and is ready 
to make positive change. 

Abigail Wharton (she/her/hers) - Abigail Wharton is a freshman at 
Johnston Middle School and this is her first year in IYC. At school, she 
participates in mock trial, cross country, track and field, Iowa Students 
For Tobacco Education and Prevention, and her school’s chapter of 
March For Our Lives. Abigail is also the Communications Director at 
March For Our Lives Iowa and interns for Johnston City Councilman 
Suresh Reddy. She was recognized as a finalist in the New York Times 
Youth Editorial Contest where she advocated for the normalization of 
menstruation. In the future, she hopes to pursue a law, communications, 
or political science degree. Abigail is excited to begin her first year at 
IYC where she will continue to advocate the youth of Iowa.
Adhitya Ajith (he/him/his) - Adhitya Ajith is a sophomore at Waukee 
High School and this is his second year participating in Iowa Youth 
Congress and is currently serving as the committee chair for the 
Environmental Committee. He is involved in a lot of extracurricular 
activities such as FTC Robotics, Mock Trial, and his school’s tennis 
team. In his free time he enjoys playing the piano and spending time 
with his family and friends.  He plans to go to a 4 year college for his 
bachelors degree after he graduates high school. 



Adrian Olguin (he/him/his) - Adrian Olguin is a sophomore attending 
Johnston High School and this is his first year being involved in Iowa 
Youth Congress. Adrian is involved in three of Al Exito's programs 
known as Dressed, Moviemento, and Rica. He is also involved in 
Johnston High School's track team. Adrian hopes to involve himself 
into more organizations and programs. He has still not decided on any 
career paths or any future plans. 

Amukta Gantalamohini (she/her/hers) - Amukta Gantalamohini is a 
senior at Ankeny Centennial High School and this is her first year being 
a member of the Iowa Youth Congress. Amukta is a volunteer with 
Youth Volunteer Corps and the policy co-director of a youth activist 
organization called Youth Alliance for People’s Justice. In the future, 
she hopes to major in environmental science with a minor in political 
science. 

Ashline Bussanmas (she/her/hers) - Ashline Bussanmas is a junior 
and attends Norwalk High School. This is her first year in Iowa Youth 
Congress. Ashline plays golf and is a part of Student Council at her 
school. She is also very passionate in helping her community, and 
because of that hosted a sleepout that raised money for the homeless. 
Ashline hopes to attend college, become a doctor, and be able to help 
children overseas one day. 



Ellie Lashier (she/her/hers) - Ellie Lashier is a junior at Johnston High 
School. This is her first year serving on the Iowa Youth Congress, and 
she is excited to continue advocating and learning through this 
experience. Ellie is currently the Education Committee Co-Chair in 
Iowa Youth Congress. She is also a passionate pianist and musician. 
She’s involved in show choir, jazz band, show choir band, marching 
band, youth group, worship band, and mock trial. Ellie enjoys reading, 
nature, and spending time with her sisters. After high school, she plans 
to pursue music, English, law, and teaching.   

Grant Kimball (he/him/his) - Grant Kimball is a junior at Norwalk 
High School and this is his first year in IYC. He resides in Norwalk 
with his parents, and three siblings. He enjoys physical activities 
including football, wrestling, tennis, and weight lifting. As a Norwalk 
band member, Grant is able to express himself through music while 
playing the saxophone and piano. After graduating high school, his goal 
is to be accepted into the United States Navel Academy to serve our 
country, which is why he actively pursues community service 
opportunities. It is with gratitude and excitement that he begins his first 
year of Iowa Youth Congress.
Jaci Webb (she/her/hers) - Jaci Webb is a senior at Ankeny High 
School. This is her first year of being part of Iowa Youth Congress. Jaci 
is a part of her schools golf team and has been the number one player 
since she was a freshman, as well as qualified for state every year that 
the team had a season. Jaci is also a two-time all-state golfer, as well as 
an all-tournament golfer. She is a girls basketball manager and an FCA 
Huddle Leader. Jaci's future plans are to go to school and play golf as 
well as studying either political science or history, and then go to law 
school to become a lawyer.
Jenna Ringwald (she/her/hers) - Jenna Ringwald is a senior at 
Ankeny Centennial High School. This is her first year of membership 
in IYC. She is a member of Youth Alliance for People’s Justice Team 
Member, Youth Volunteer Corps Team Member, and a member of the 
National French Honors Society. Jenna is also the Basketball Manager 
for the Ankeny Centennial Boys’ Varsity Basketball team and is 
involved in individual speech. She does all this while also being 
employed part time at Hy-Vee’s Hickory House. Jenna plans to attend 
the University of Iowa and major in chemistry and secondary education 
with plans to each at the high school level. 



Jenna Woodsmall (she/her/hers) - Jenna Woodsmall is a junior at 
Johnston High School and this is her first year participating as a 
member of Iowa Youth Congress. Outside of Iowa Youth Congress, 
Jenna participates in clubs and activities such as CORE, Cross Country, 
and Mock Trial. She also enjoys spending her time outside. In the 
future, Jenna would like to pursue a career in law, math, or economics. 

Joe Su (he/him/his) - Joe Su is a sophomore at Valley High School in 
West Des Moines. This is his first year being a participating member in 
Iowa Youth Congress. Joe has participated in debate (his team qualified 
for state but the tournament didn’t happen), mock trial, tennis, and 
orchestra (where he plays violin). In his free time, Joe enjoys reading 
and playing video games. In the future, he plans on looking into a 
career in law. 

Julia Chen (she/her/hers) - Julia Chen is a senior at Johnston High 
School and this is her second year as a member of Iowa Youth 
Congress. Julia participates in activities including Mock Trial, National 
History Day, and tennis. She is a co-leader of the Community of Racial 
Equity (CORE) at Johnston and the Treasurer of Johnston's student 
council. In her free time, Julie enjoys playing flute, volunteering, and 
online tutoring. She plans to continue her work in advocacy and service 
at a 4 year university. 
Lillian Albright (she/her/hers) - Lillian Albright is a sophomore at 
Roosevelt High School in Des Moines, Iowa. This will be her second 
year in Iowa Youth Congress. 
Noah Hackbart (he/him/his) - Noah Hackbart is a senior at Ankeny 
High School. He is excited to be a new member of the Iowa Youth 
Congress, having had many leadership positions in the past. Noah is 
currently a drum major for the Ankeny Marching Hawks, a Student 
Council Member, and he enjoys taking part in community and school 
theater. He is a triple threat nominee at the Iowa High School Musical 
Theatre Awards, a NCYL state finalist, and a two time Iowa All-State 
Chorus member. Noah also enjoys volunteering at his church and 
school in his free time, and has always enjoyed talking with others 
about policy, change, and bettering our communities and state. He 
hopes to major in Drama and Theatre Arts in college and work as a 
professional actor. 



Nora Shea (she/her/hers) - Nora Shead is a senior at North Polk High 
School. This is her first year as a member of Iowa Youth Congress. 
Nora is also a member of the National Honor Society, and the Spanish 
Honor Society. She enjoys volunteering with EMBARC and United 
Way. Music is an important part of her life. She enjoys participating in 
band and can play a variety of instruments such as the snare drum, 
flute, bass guitar, and piano. Following high school, Nora plans to 
major in engineering at an undecided college. She is looking forward to 
improving and serving her community.
Mario Orlando Fuentes (he/him/his) - Orlando Fuentes is a senior at 
Des Moines North High School and is participating in his first year of 
IYC. At school, he pushes his limits not only in the classroom and 
football field but also on the wrestling mats and concert halls as North’s 
top clarinetist. Along with high school activities, Orlando is also a 
student of Al Éxito and leads the Al Éxito Youth mental Health task-
force where he has presented to many people including the Iowa 
Department of Education and the Board of Educational Examiners. He 
is looking to major in political science and music with a minor in 
marketing. Orlando was also the recipient of the Des Moines Civil and 
Human Rights Porter S. Dimery Sr. Youth Human Rights Award.
Rubi Archila-Acosta (she/her/hers) - Rubi Archila-Acosta is a 
sophomore at Norwalk High School in Norwalk, IA. This is her first 
year participating in IYC. She enjoys playing tennis, reading, and 
speaking up about problems youth face everyday. She plans on 
graduating high school with an associates degree in Applied Science 
from a local community college and hopes to double major in Criminal 
Justice and Political Science in the near future to fulfill her dream of 
becoming an attorney. 

Shriya Magatapalli (she/her/hers) - Shriya Magatapalli is a senior at 
Waukee High School and this is her third year as a participating 
member in Iowa Youth Congress. Shriya takes part in the Iowa High 
School Speech Association (IHSSA) Large Group Speech Team, 
Mentors in Violence Prevention Program, and FTC Robotics. Shriya 
enjoys spending her time volunteering and tutoring, as well as spending 
time with her family. In the future, she plans to study medicine. 



Starr Claussen (she/her/hers) - Starr Claussen is a senior at 
Woodward-Granger High School. This is her second year as a member 
of Iowa Youth Congress, and she is serving as a regional officer for the 
Central Region. Starr is in dance and band. She plays the flute, 
saxophone, and piano but is learning how to play the trumpet as well. 
Starr plans to go to college in the future and eventually open her own 
small business. 

Tina Liu (she/her/hers) - Tina Liu is a senior at Waukee Community 
High School. This is her first year in Iowa Youth Congress. This will be 
her second year participating in both Mentors in Violence Prevention 
and the Waukee girls varsity track team. In December, she placed first 
in the Iowa Music Teacher Association auditions for piano. Tina is 
planning on going to the University of Iowa for pre-pharmacy school 
and minoring in biotech genetic engineering. 

Volta Adovor (she/her/hers) - Volta Adovor is a senior at Ankeny 
Centennial High School. This is her second year in Iowa Youth 
Congress and she is serving as a regional officer as well as the 
Committee Co-Chair for the Education Committee. She is involved in 
band, cross country, soccer, speech, student council, book and French 
club, and silver cord. Not only is she active within her school, she can 
be seen in her community in the Mayor’s Youth Council, Youth 
Alliance for People’s Justice, and Youth Volunteer Corps. Volta plans 
on majoring in biochemistry with an interest in pharmacy at an 
undecided university. 

Dubuque Region
Abigail King (she/her/hers) - Abigail King is a senior at Dubuque 
Senior High School. This is Abigail's first year being part of the Iowa 
Youth Congress, and she is currently serving as a regional officer for 
the Dubuque Region. Abigail has been in 4-H for 6 years, in which she 
has been the secretary and activities coordinator. Abigail plans on going 
to college to receive a political science and government degree.



Brice Shaw (he/him/his) - Brice Shaw is a Freshman at Dubuque 
Senior High School and this is his first year participating in Iowa Youth 
Congress. Brice is very involved in politics and loves to volunteer for 
campaigns when there are elections, and he wants to continue 
volunteering for those. He also likes acting and singing. In the future, 
Brice plans to participate in Iowa Youth Congress again and continue 
participating in the High School Democrats of America (HSDA), a 
group he has been talked to about becoming the co-chair of. In the 
future, Brice plans on going to college to major in political science so 
he can fulfill his dream of becoming a politician.  

Jillian Manternach (she/her/hers) - Jillian Manternach is a senior at 
Dubuque Senior High School and this is her first year as a member of 
IYC. At Senior, she participates in volleyball, soccer, speech, Model 
UN, and is a Student Ambassador, Key Club Secretary, Student Council 
Treasurer and NHS President. Outside of school, she enjoys 
volunteering at Finley Hospital and interning for The Farmlink Project, 
a non-profit organization striving to alleviate food insecurity during 
COVID-19. After high school she plans on attending a four-year 
university to study International Relations.

East Region
Brooke Paasch (she/her/hers) - Brooke Paasch is a sophomore at 
Camanche High School. She is a first year member in IYC and, 
although she has never taken part in something similar to IYC, she has 
been involved with her school's student council, Key Club, and her 
community's Teen Board and Coalition. She is a hard working 
individual and has been involved with 6 sports and 8 other 
extracurriculars. She has been awarded the American Legion award and 
feels very honored to have received it. Brooke’s plans for the future 
include going to college on the East Coast and majoring in economics. 
Following that, she wants to get a law degree and pursue a government 
position. 
Celia Huber (she/her/hers) - Celia Huber is a senior at Assumption 
High School in Davenport and this is her first year as an IYC member. 
She has been a member of the dance team for four years and this year 
she is pep club president. Celia has also been a member of Students 
Against Destruction Decisions (SADD) for three years. Outside of 
school, she enjoys reading and baking as well as painting. She also 
works at a candy store called Lagomarcino's. Celia is looking into 
colleges in the South and on the East Coast.  



Hailey Glover (she/her/hers) - Hailey Glover is junior at North Scott 
High School and is currently in her first year of Iowa Youth Congress. 
She enjoys music, participating in choir, and playing the euphonium in 
band. Hailey also shoots archery on her school team. She loves hiking 
and exploring the history of regions and lands. Hailey has intentions to 
go into a history field, hopefully with a focus on preservation and 
education.  

Ingrid Hofmann (she/her/hers) - Ingrid Hofmann is a senior at 
Pleasant Valley High School in Bettendorf, Iowa. This will be her first 
year as a member of Iowa Youth Congress. In school, Ingrid is the 
Editor-in-Chief of her school’s online newspaper, the Spartan Shield, 
co-president of student council, co-president of National Honors 
Society, and a varsity golfer. Outside of school, she spends her time 
volunteering at Cafe on Vine, a local soup kitchen, baking cupcakes, 
traveling, and hanging out with her pug, Nugget. Next year, Ingrid 
plans to attend an undecided university to double major in International 
Politics and Spanish on a pre-law track. 
Kavya Kalathur (she/her/hers) - Kavya Kalathur is a junior at 
Pleasant Valley High School. This is Kavya’s second year in IYC, and 
she is currently the SIYAC Liaison for IYC. Kavya enjoys playing the 
viola in the Quad City Youth Symphony Orchestra. She plays tennis 
and is part of a robotics team, as well as vice president of her school’s 
math club. She is also passionate about volunteering with children with 
disabilities. Kavya has represented Iowa in the National Geographic 
Bee. After high school, she plans to study math and economics in 
college.
Shveta Kalathur (she/her/hers) - Shveta Kalathur is a senior at 
Pleasant Valley High School. This is Shveta’s second year in Iowa 
Youth Congress, and she is the Regional Officer for the East Region 
this year. Shveta enjoys playing the violin in the Quad City Youth 
Symphony Orchestra. She plays tennis and is part of a robotics team. 
She is also passionate about helping others in need and volunteers both 
at the Trinity Hospital and with children with disabilities. After high 
school, she plans to study medicine. 



Sydney Hanson (she/her/hers) - Sydney Hanson is a senior at 
Bettendorf High School and is a first year member of Iowa Youth 
Congress. She is a member of National Honor Society, Student 
Activities Leadership Team, Fellowship of Christian Athelets, 
swimming and diving, and chamber orchestra. Sydney is a third year 
state qualifying for diving and has played the harp for ten years, 
participating in the spring musical for four years. After high school, she 
plans to study international relations and global health at a four year 
university as well as continue her athletic career as a diver. 

Iowa City Region
Alexandra Curtu (she/her/hers) - Alexandra Curtu is a junior at Iowa 
City West High School. This is her second year as an IYC member and 
she is super excited to participate and work for change in the Iowa 
Youth Congress. Alexandra also is a member in her schools business 
club, Business Professionals of America, and plays volleyball. In 
college, Alexandra plans to take a pre-law track with a business-related 
major in hopes to go to law school after her undergraduate work. 
Avery Carlson (she/her/hers) -Avery Carlson is a Junior at Linn-Mar 
High School. This is her first year serving in IYC. Outside of school 
she works part time at Elmcrest Country Club in Cedar Rapids and 
loves the game of golf. When she’s not working or golfing you can find 
her volunteering at Families Helping Families of Iowa, where her 
passion lies with helping foster kids. Avery also is involved with the 
Marion Youth Council and loves to help out around the city. After high 
school she plans to go to the University of Iowa and major in chemistry. 
She hopes to go into cosmetic chemistry after college and grad school.
Beatrice Kaskie (she/her/hers) - Beatrice Kaskie is a junior at Iowa 
City Liberty High School and this is her second year as an Iowa Youth 
Congress member. Being apart of the Environmental Committee last 
year, she is very excited to continue to develop her legislative and 
leadership skills while making a difference and learning more about 
state government. At school, she is an active participant in clubs 
including Student Senate, NHS, INSHOC, Project Earth, and Science 
Olympiad. 



Jeffrey Fuchs (he/him/his) - Jeffrey Fuchs is a senior at John F 
Kennedy High School. As a second year member in IYC, he was 
elected Regional Officer and last year he served as committee chairman 
of the Public Safety Committee. In his free time, Jeffrey competes on 
the Speech and Debate team. He hopes to attend George Mason 
University to pursue political science and eventually he plans to run for 
an Iowa Federal Senate seat.
Joanne Lee (she/her/hers) - Joanne Lee is a senior at Xavier High 
School and it is her first year in Iowa Youth Congress. Band is her 
favorite extracurricular activity, and she is involved in concert band, 
marching band, pit orchestra, and jazz band. Joanne is the principal 
flute player, and also plays piccolo and bass guitar. She loves anything 
STEM-related, and is the founder of the Science Olympiad team at 
Xavier. Joanne looks to study biology or biological engineering in 
college. 

Katie Paulson (she/her/hers) - Katie Paulson is a junior at Marion 
High School. This will be her first year serving as an Iowa Youth 
Congress member. She has gone to the Quota Award ceremony, been 
part of music leadership programs, and is also a current member of 
Marion Youth Council. Katie is an active show choir member as well. 
Her plans include going to the University of Northern Iowa in the 
future. 

Kevin Lu (he/him/his) - Kevin Lu is a senior at Iowa City West High 
School and this is his fourth year participating in Iowa Youth Congress. 
This is his fourth year participating in Iowa Youth Congress. During his 
free time, Kevin plays the cello at the Preucil School of Music and has 
been a member of the Iowa Soccer Club for eleven years. He also 
volunteers at the local hospital and works at the University of Iowa as a 
research assistant. Kevin hopes to go into med school after college to 
become a neurologist.



Savannah Sexton (she/her/hers) - Savannah Sexton is a senior at West 
Branch High School, and this is her first year serving on Iowa Youth 
Congress. At her school, she is currently the Student Government 
President, the Business Professionals of America Vice President, 
Drumline Section Leader, Girls Golf Co-Captain, and Show Choir 
Class Representative. Savannah is a part of National Honor Society, 
Cheerleading, Basketball, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Concert Choir and 
studio dance. After high school, she plan to attend a four year college 
and major in Business Analytics and minor in Spanish.
Sofia Steele (she/her/hers) - Sofia Steele is a senior at West Branch 
High School. This is her first year as an Iowa Youth Congress member. 
At her school, Sofia is involved in show choir, choir, concert band, 
marching band, Business Professionals of America (BPA), and student 
government. Sofia also volunteers at the Iowa City Animal Care and 
Adoption Center. After high school, she hopes to attend the University 
of Northern Iowa and major in early childhood education. 

North Central Region
Amelia Mirowski (she/her/hers) - Amelia Mirowski is a sophomore at 
Mason City High School and this is her first year being in Iowa Youth 
Congress. She is very involved in Student Council, Best Buddies, 
theater, choir, and yearbook. When Amelia is older, she plans to attend 
the National Culinary Institute of America. 

Hannah DeVore (she/her/hers) - Hannah DeVore is a sophomore at 
Charles City High School and this will be her first year participating in 
Iowa Youth Congress. During school, she participates in cross country, 
drama, speech, tennis, and student council as well. 



John Winger II (he/him/his) - John Winger II is a sophomore at West 
Bend-Mallard Schools and it is his first year as a participating member 
in Iowa Youth Congress. Since third grade, John has been a volunteer in 
his community by working on park improvements. In the summer, he 
delivers produce from his family's vegetable garden and likes to take 
care of his nephews when they come to visit. John is also is a fan of 
video games, Star Trek, Star Wars, and history. Because John's favorite 
subject is science he hopes to be able to study at MIT and eventually 
become a geneticist.
Kira Strashko (she/her/hers) - Kira Strashko is a sophomore at West 
Fork High School. This is her second year participating in Iowa Youth 
Congress and she has been elected to be the North Central Regional 
Officer. Kira participates in figure skating and track. She also 
volunteers at Special Olympics Iowa and other local organizations. Kira 
plans to pursue a career in law and politics. 

North East Region
Alison Engelhardt (she/her/hers) - Alison Engelhardt is in her 
Sophomore year at Waverly-Shell Rock High School and is 
participating in her first year of Iowa Youth Congress. She recently 
moved from St. Clair, Minnesota during her Freshman year and is 
excited to see what Iowa has in store.  Alison is a leader in the Civil Air 
Patrol (Air Force Auxiliary) and is planning to join the Air Force as an 
aerodynamic engineer after college. Alison also enjoys playing 
basketball and is very excited about this opportunity to make a 
difference in the Iowa Youth Council. 

Gabrielle Burton (she/her/hers) - Gabrielle Burton is a sophomore at 
Waterloo West High School, and this is her first year participating in 
Iowa Youth Congress. She has received many leadership positions but 
the one she is most proud of is managing Senior Representative for a 
group called the Iowa Draft Horse and Mule Association. Gabrielle 
works with big horse hitches and classes all around Iowa. She also 
spends her time being on leadership for her High Schools marching 
band. Gabrielle's future plans are to go to Kirkwood Community 
College to get her 2 year Pre-Vet classes. Following that, she hopes to 
transfer to Iowa State University to get her Large Animal Veterinary 
Sciences masters degree. She is hoping for a great first year on IYC and 
to help around Iowa.



Gretchen Ellerbroek (she/her/they/them) -  Gretchen Ellerbroek is a 
junior at Waverly-Shell Rock High School. This is her first year in Iowa 
Youth Congress and she was elected as the Regional Officer for the 
North East Region. She enjoys photography, learning, art, and taking 
her dog to the dog park. She also enjoys participating in the Citizens 
Climate Lobby, Robotics, the Teen Advisory Board for her local library, 
4-H, Yearbook Photography, Mock Trial, the Clean and Green Club, 
Speech, Tennis, as well as Iowa Youth Congress. After high school, 
Gretchen plans to major in psychology at college and complete the 
prerequisites for med school.
Jennika Lentz (she/her/hers) - Jennika Lentz is a senior at Waverly 
Shell Rock High School and this is her first term in Iowa Youth 
Congress. Throughout high school she has participated in the girls 
tennis team, is a member of the WSR Speech team, and has done 
backstage work in theater since her freshman year. After graduation, 
Jennika hopes to major get a bachelors in either English or History at a 
four year college before pursuing her long time goal of becoming a 
novelist.
Leo Burk (they/them) - Leo Burk is a sophomore at Denver Senior 
High School and this is their first year in IYC. They spend their time 
indulging in the arts - drawing and writing music. They are in the 
achievement club for their school and their favorite extracurricular is 
bowling. They are also currently the co-founder and vice president of 
their school's GSA (Gender and Sexuality Alliance). Leo hopes to go 
into a psychology-related career in the future. 

Kai Cowell (they/them/he/him) - Kai Cowell is a sophomore at 
Denver Senior High School. He is extremely excited to be participating 
in his first year of IYC. In school, Kai dedicates his time to being a 
member of the speech team, the academic decathlon team, and the 
bowling team. For the past four years, he has participated in school 
theater and community theater when opportunities arise. He currently 
leads his Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) at school and takes 
great pride in the fact that he started his school's chapter last year. 
Outside of school, he dedicates large portions of his time to music 
performance. He has a great desire to perform in public musical 
ensembles. Kai participates in band, jazz band, and choir all at school 
and in his community. Currently, Kai is working towards receiving his 
Associates of Arts degree by the time he graduates high school and then 
intends to pursue a career in either theater performance or theatrical 
directing with a minor in music performance.



Mira Keeran (she/her/hers) - Mira Keeran is a junior at Cedar Falls 
High School and it is her second year as an IYC member. Mira has 
played tennis for five years and plays competitively in tournaments 
around the midwest. Two years ago, her team and herself made history 
by making it to state for the first time and placing while there. Her and 
her sister placed 3rd in doubles at individual state. On top of tennis, 
Mira loves to volunteer in her community. One of her favorite volunteer 
projects took place over the summer where her and her friend hosted a 
tennis tournament at the Des Moines Golf and Country Club. All the 
money raised from the player fees, silent auction, and merchandise was 
then donated to three charities: St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital, 
Above & Beyond Cancer, and the Des Moines Disaster Recovery Fund. 
In the future, Mira hopes to be a neonatologist.
Owen Deibler (he/him/his) - Owen Deibler is a freshman at Cedar 
Falls High School and this is his first year serving as a member in IYC. 
He has received two presidential awards for educational excellence and 
currently participates in honors classes for biology, chemistry, math, 
and history. Outside of school, Owen volunteers at the Black Hawk 
County Animal Rehabilitation Center. He would like to attend Grinnell 
College, but is keeping his options open. As insects have always been 
an interest to him, having a job where he could study them would be a 
dream. To achieve that dream, Owen hopes to get a degree in 
entomology and possibly attend graduate school. 
Sammi Wei (she/her/hers) - Sammi Wei is a senior at West High 
School, Waterloo, and it is her first year as a participating member in 
Iowa Youth Congress. Sammi is also the Mayor Pro Tem for the 
Waterloo Youth City Council - a group that’s mission is to explore, 
communicate, and provide for the needs, problems, issues, and 
activities affecting Waterloo’s youth. When it comes to volunteering, 
Sammi works with the animals at Cedar Bend Humane Society. Inside 
of school, Sammi is involved in the Debate team as well as National 
Honor Society. When she is having some down time, Sammi likes to 
draw, paint, and read. Sammi plans on going to a 4 year college for pre-
med and political science.



Shay Doyle (he/him/his) - Shay Doyle, is a Sophomore at Waverly 
Shell-Rock High School, and this is his first year in Iowa Youth 
Congress. He really enjoys being an active member of his community, 
and it is hard to sit by as laws are continually changing without him 
having anything to do with them. It is for this reason that he joined 
IYC, to have his voice, however small, heard. Shay cares about a 
number of issues, including climate reform, tax reform, infrastructure 
improvement, Civil Defense, healthcare, and more. He loves getting 
involved in civil discussions on topics he cares about, and his favorite 
part of Mock Congress was the debate session. He is involved in 
Wrestling, DECA, Student Senate, Golf, and formerly Choir. Outside of 
school, Shay loves reading about history, politics, and economics. He 
also loves to tinker with machines (especially his truck) and listen to 
music, of which Classic Rock is his favorite genre. Shay hopes to get 
into an Ivy League Tier School such as the University of Chicago. At 
this university, he’d like to study Political Science, Economics, and 
Foreign Affairs. Someday, he’d like to be a U.S. Senator.

South East Region
Elliot Nelson (he/him/his) - Elliot Nelson is a sophomore at Oskaloosa 
High School. This is his first time being involved in Iowa Youth 
Congress and he is looking forward to being able to develop position 
statements and present them. Other than IYC, Elliot is also involved in 
Boy Scouts, Student Council, Theatre, Debate, Cross Country, and 
Soccer. Some of his accomplishments include being a State Qualifier 
two times for History Day, and a  receiver of the Belin-Blank Award. 
Elliot is the Executive Board Treasurer and Class Vice President of his 
Student Council. Recently, he was selected as the president-elect for the 
State IASC Board. Elliot is planning to go into a law of some sort, but 
he hasn't decided where he would like to go to pursue it.
Rachel Frost (she/her/hers) - Rachel Frost is a junior at her school, 
Oskaloosa High School. She has been in IYC for two years. Besides 
being an IYC Regional Officer, Rachel is proud to be the current 
President-elect of the Iowa Association of Student Councils, Vice-
President of the Oskaloosa Student Council, and a varsity swimmer, as 
well as being a captain of her cheer team and color guard. When she 
isn’t busy with extracurriculars, Rachel loves taking her friends’ senior 
photos, working on fun crafts, and spending time with friends, family, 
her boyfriend, and her two dogs.



Shelby Ryan (she/her/hers) - Shelby Ryan is a senior at West 
Burlington High School. This is her first year in Iowa Youth Congress, 
and she is super excited to be a member. Shelby has served as class 
president for four years. In addition to student council, she participates 
or has leadership roles in many of her school's clubs - and is also a 
member of silver cord. Shelby enjoys dancing at her studio, playing 
piano at church, and is currently finishing her Girl Scouts Gold Award. 
Shelby plans on attending Drake University in their pre-law program 
and hopefully one day she can obtain a judgeship in Iowa.

South West Region
Emily Sharp (she/her/hers) - Emily Sharp is a senior at Abraham 
Lincoln H.S. This is her second year being a member of IYC and her 
first year as Regional Officer. She is very involved in varsity Show/
Jazz/Concert Choir and is President of her high school's Environmental 
Awareness Club. Emily is the President of the Young Women's program 
in her church and has received her Personal Progress Medallion. This 
year, she was recognized as her school's Top Youth Leader in the 
Greater Omaha and Council Bluffs Area Youth Salute program. She 
balances all of this while working part time. She is busy applying to 
colleges and plans to study music education next year.
Kayla Whitworth (she/her/hers) - Kayla Whitworth is a senior at 
Abraham Lincoln High School. This is her third year in IYC, her 
second year as co-regional officer of the South West Region, and she is 
the Human Rights Committee Chair. While in high school, Kayla is 
currently earning her Associates's degree from Iowa Western 
Community College through the Early College Academy. She is an 
alumnus of the ACLU Summer Advocacy Institute, Co-Editor-In-Chief 
of the ALHS Echoes Newspaper, co-founder of the ALHS 
Environmental Advocacy Club, participates in NHS, National History 
Day, and Speech and Debate. She also works at TJ Maxx and 
volunteers at YMCA Camp Kitaki. 

West Region
Annie Ankenbauer (she/her/hers) - Annie Ankenbauer is a senior at 
Coon Rapids-Bayard High School. This is her second year in IYC and 
she is the Regional Officer for the West Region. Annie is a passionate 
advocate for special needs. Being autistic herself, she understands and 
acknowledges the need for laws to protect the most vulnerable among 
us. In her free time, you will find Annie singing, listening to music, and 
playing with her dog Coco Loco Cappuccino. Annie is the president of 
Dedham Go Getters 4-H group and a recipient of the KCIM-Carroll 
High 5 Award. She plans to attend DMACC in Carroll. 



Jaden Carney (he/him/his) - Jaden Carney is a senior at Adair Casey 
Guthrie Center and he is a first year member of Iowa Youth Congress. 
Jaden is the Vice President of the Guthrie County 4-H Youth Council 
and the President of the 4-H Club. He is also his FFA Chapter's 
Reporter. Jaden is also involved in Speech, Drama, and Community 
theatre. In the future, he plans on studying political science.  


