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JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
IOWA TASK FORCE FOR YOUNG WOMEN 

Mission: Promoting innovative female responsive techniques through education and advocacy 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

 
August 4, 2017 

Urbandale Public Library, Room A  
3520 86th Street 
Urbandale, Iowa 

 
 

Present:   Lori Rinehart; Andrea Dickerson; Jackie Ellenbecker; Lindsay Hammes; Stephanie 
Hernandez; Julie Martin; Sonia Reyes-Snyder;  

 
Staff:   Steve Michael; Kathy Nesteby 
 
Others:   Tiffany Conroy; Kristie Oliver; Ann Reynolds 
 
 
Introductions/Announcements  
 
In the absence of Jennifer Tibbetts, Lori Rinehart served as Chair.   The meeting was called to order at 
10:02 a.m.  Introductions were made.  A quorum was present. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 May 5, 2017 
 
The minutes from the May meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Juvenile Justice Advisory Council Update  
 

 Steve Michael reported that legislation to reauthorize the Juvenile Justice & Delinquency 
Prevention Act was passed by the U.S. Senate.  A similar bill was approved by the U.S. House 
earlier.  The two bills will need to be reconciled in conference committee.  He was hopeful a 
compromise would be reached. 

 Next week national consultants will be in Iowa to assess the juvenile justice system as part of the 
SMART on Juvenile Justice planning effort.  The assessment and recommendations should be 
completed by October.   Meetings will be held with a variety of stakeholders including chief 
juvenile court officers, juvenile judges, and department heads. 

 The Juvenile Justice Advisory Council (JJAC) will hold its three-year planning retreat on September 
12-13.  During the retreat, the JJAC will be prioritizing issues for the next three years. 
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 Work continues towards making the membership of both the JJAC and its subcommittees to be 
more diverse. 

 
DMC Committee Update 
 
Kathy Nesteby provided information on the JJAC and its subcommittees.  The DMC Subcommittee 
focuses on Disproportionate Minority Contact in the juvenile justice system and work is primarily 
aimed at counties with larger minority populations.  At their last meeting, DMC members voted to 
support the IGJI report.   
 
Planning for 3 year Goal and Objectives 

 Recommendation(s) to JJAC 

 Iowa Girls Justice Initiative recommendations                                    
 
Rinehart reviewed the current goals and objectives developed in 2014.  She announced that the goals 
need to be reviewed and updated for the next three years and submitted to the JJAC for further 
consideration at their planning retreat in September.   
 
Several handouts were included in the meeting packet to aid discussion:  recommendations from the 
IGJI report, a summary of a meeting held with DHS that identified IGJI recommendations that could 
be easily accomplished by DHS, and a 2016 data report on the “Status of Females in the Juvenile Justice 
System”.    
 
Members discussed potential goals and priorities.  After a lengthy discussion, there was consensus to 
recommend the following: 
 

 Potential Goals 
  

 Deep end girls – support IGJI recommendations, avoidance of peer contagion (not mixing 
lower risk delinquent youth with higher risk delinquent youth) 

 Differential responses (what works for one group of kids may not work for other groups) 
and adequate options/services to be able to make those different responses (e.g. female-
responsive options within the mental health and substance abuse arenas).   

 Continuum of care (well defined) for girls (individual strengthening of different 
communities, Community-Based Services) 

 Data Collection on LGBTQ youth to identify intersection of LGBTQ and race/ethnicity.  
Centering the margins (disproportionate representation in JJ – race ethnicity, LGBTQ) 

 Human trafficking and reversing the criminalization of victims 
  

 Potential JJAC Priorities 
 

 Human trafficking and the criminalization of victims 

 Trauma-informed approaches 
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 Not mixing lower risk delinquent youth with higher risk delinquent youth (“peer 
contagion”)  

 
Julie Martin provided information regarding circumstances surrounding a high-risk delinquent girl in 
Johnson County and issues finding appropriate placement in Iowa.  The girl’s attorney brought forth a 
motion to have her placed at the Boys’ State Training School (STS) in Eldora. 
 
Members discussed the following concerns if girls were placed at the STS at Eldora:   
 

 Mixing girls/boys at same facility can increase the risk of victimization of girls and sexual 
assault;  

 Staff would require gender responsive and other related training;  

 Treatment programs are currently designed for boys;  

 Security measures would need upgrading; 

 There aren’t many appropriate out-of-state settings.   

 There were 36 girls eligible for a state training school setting in 2015. 

 Waivers to adult court. 
    
New Membership 
 
Nesteby discussed that Task Force membership expansion was underway and will seek to include a 
more diverse membership.  Three individuals joined the Task Force:  Julie Martin, Jackie Ellenbecker, 
and Lindsay Hammes. 
            
Other Business 
 
No other business was discussed. 
      
Adjournment  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Rinker 
Administrative Secretary 
Div. of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 


