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Des Moines — In a strong showing of support and cooperation Governor Tom Vilsack and
the lowa Judicial Branch today announced the first step of a plan to ensure that lowa
continues to be a safe place in which to live, work, and raise a family. The Governor and
the Judicial Branch have agreed to establish a program to guide the design, development,
and implementation of a statewide-integrated criminal justice information system.

Many state and local criminal justice agencies currently have automated information
systems designed to meet their specific needs. Moreover, the Judicial Branch shares
considerable information with many state and local agencies through specialized
electronic interfaces. But despite these successful initiatives, much criminal justice
information in the state is still processed by paper. This results in gaps, delays and
redundancies in the processing of crucial information. The implementation of a
statewide-integrated criminal justice information system would reduce these problems
and dramatically improve communications within the criminal justice community.

The Crime Identification Technology Act, Public Law 105-251, authorized federal grants
for states to promote the integration of justice system information and identification
technology. The National Governor’s Association and the National Center of State
Courts encourage and support the integration of criminal justice information systems.



