Summary of Guidance for Spiritual and Religious Gatherings During COVID-19
April 27, 2020
It is important to know the state’s requirements for spiritual and religious gatherings during COVID-19.  
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Beginning May 1, 2020, spiritual and religious gatherings are allowed if churches and other hosts clean the place where they gather, help protect participants’ health, and follow public health guidelines.  Here are some ways to help churches and other places of worship be safe.
· If possible, use audio or video services to allow people to stay home.   Staying home is the best way to slow the spread of COVID-19.   Staying home will also help protect people with health conditions and who are older than 65. 

· Have smaller services in person or have services outside.   

· Clean and use healthy hygiene for all in-person gatherings.   Churches and houses must be cleaned and sanitized regularly.  Use hand sanitizers.  Use different ways to have communion and to pass the offering plates to avoid contact. 

· People who do not live together should sit at least six feet apart. Do not shake hands or have other contact.  

