Summary of Iowa Governor’s Proclamation Related to COVID-19 5/13/2020
There is community spread of COVID-19 in Iowa. This is a new disease that is impacting communities across Iowa, the US and globally. It can cause serious complications, including death. 
To contain this outbreak and protect Iowans, the Governor has proclaimed a State of Public Health Disaster Emergency.  Vulnerable Iowans, including those with preexisting medical conditions and those older than 65 should continue to stay home as much as possible, and only go out for essential trips. Vulnerable Iowans should also avoid attending gatherings of any size for any purpose.
All Iowans should:
· limit their in-person interactions with vulnerable Iowans and use care and caution when interactions are necessary. 
· practice social distancing, good hand hygiene. 
Many closures will continue statewide until May 27, 2020. This includes bars, theaters, casino and gaming facilities, senior citizen centers and adult daycare facilities, museums and zoos, skating rinks and skate parks, playgrounds, and swimming pools. Door-to-door sales are also prohibited. 
Gatherings of more than 10 people continue to be prohibited until May 27th, 2020. All planned gatherings and events of more than 10 people must be cancelled or postponed. Spiritual and religious gatherings are not prohibited, but must implement measures to ensure social distancing, increased hygiene practices, and other public health measures to reduce the risk of COVID-19 spread.
Some businesses are allowed to open following specific guidance. These limited openings apply to all counties in Iowa and extend through May 27th, 2020. Farmers Markets, auctions, and elective procedure providers may continue to operate following existing requirements to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Businesses must take reasonable measures to ensure social distancing, increased hygiene practices and other measures to reduce COVID-19 spread. Other businesses, such as restaurants and fitness centers, that were previously closed in 22 Iowa counties may open, following guidelines consistent with openings previously allowed in only 77 counties.
· Restaurants may open if they only allow 50% of their normal capacity, limit groups to 6 or fewer people, ensure 6 feet between each group, not have self-service (e.g., salad bars), and must take other measures to insure social distancing and hygiene.
· Note: Bars must remain closed to the public.
· Fitness centers may open if they only allow 50% of their normal capacity, and ensure all usable equipment are spaced at least 6 feet apart. Group activities are allowed only if they have 10 or fewer people and everyone stays at least 6 feet apart at all times. Fitness centers must implement other measures to ensure social distancing and hygiene.
· Malls may open if they only allow 50% of their normal capacity and implement other measures to ensure social distancing and hygiene. Food courts and other seating areas, and play areas must stay closed. Malls must implement other measures to ensure social distancing and hygiene.
· Other non-essential retail establishment, such as book stores and clothing stores, may reopen in the counties listed above, but may only allow 50% of their normal capacity and implement other measures to ensure social distancing and hygiene. 
· Salons and barbershops may open if they only allow 50% of their normal capacity, operate on an appointment basis (not allow walk-ins) to avoid gathering in waiting areas, and ensure that all customers are at least 6 feet apart. Salons and barbershops must implement other measures to ensure social distancing and hygiene.
· Medical Spas may open, but must comply with the requirements for performing outpatient procedures to conserve PPE, and patient screening for COVID-19.
· Tanning facilities, massage therapy establishments, tattoo establishments, and campgrounds may open, only to the extent that the business is able to ensure social distancing, increased hygiene practices, and other public health measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19. 
· Libraries may open if they only allow 50% of their normal capacity and implement other measures to ensure social distancing and hygiene.
· Race tracks may hold races without in-person spectators.
· Drive-in theaters may open, only to the extent that cars are parked at least 6 feet apart, and implement other measures to ensure social distancing and increased hygiene.
· Note: Other types of theaters are not allowed to open.
· Social and fraternal clubs, such as American Legion or VFW posts, county clubs, and golf course clubhouses, may open to the MINIMUM extent necessary to conduct business meetings of no more than 10 people, facilitate the use of the golf course, and to serve food. These establishments must limit the attendance of vulnerable Iowans, only allow 50% of their normal capacity, limit groups to 6 or fewer people, ensure 6 feet between each group, not have self-service (e.g., salad bars), and must take other measures to insure social distancing and hygiene.   
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]All previous regulatory relief and statutory suspensions remain in effect until May 27th as well. 
