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Position Statement:
The State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council supports an innovative approach to systemic educational

change in Iowa. We believe the current school structure is outdated and schools are in need of different
resources than they are receiving now.

Position
It is the position of the State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council, the voice of the Iowa’s youth, to

support the change of and innovation in the K-12 Education System and to invest in  staff and student
retention.

Rationale
Schools have been teaching with the same structure for over 150 years. The current school system

was created in 1837 when Horace Mann (Secretary of Education in Massachusetts) adopted the “Prussian
Model of Common Schools” [1]. He did this as the need for a standardized education system in America
grew. Although this education system worked well at the time, the youth of Iowa think this system needs
to be revised and adopted to better fit the needs of youth today.

The old way of schooling is something we are all familiar with. This old way was intended for
conveying basic information, common everyday skills, standard writing and reading practices, and some
responsibility/ time management skills . An innovative and modernized approach to education is also very
important, focusing more on things such as mindset and perspective, thinking outside the box, being
creative, having empathy, being an informed citizen, relating to your studies, and problem solving
[3]&[4]. These tools have become important as job needs shift and the pace of change accelerates.
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According to the U.S Bureau of Labor statistics, in 1910 the majority of jobs (32.3%) were in
manufacturing, and the second highest (13.3%) were in wholesale and retail trade. As of 2015, the
majority of jobs (28.9%) were in “Other Professional Services,” and the second highest employer (23%)
was wholesale and retail trade [6]. This dramatic shift means that more of the population is working in the
service industry.  This means we should be teaching people how to deal with others, not their product.

Another issue the education system faces is lack of funding. The State of Iowa Youth Advisory
Council conducted Youth Participatory Action Research and surveyed students across Iowa. 79.3% of
students surveyed said that they thought schools in the State of Iowa should receive more funding [7].
This comes as Iowa Schools are facing staff shortages. According to students, some schools, including the
Rudd -Rockford-Marble Rock Community School District, had to go as far as canceling school because
they had no substitute teachers [5].

These problems not only affect our youth, they affect our future. Iowa has prided itself in its
education system and investments in the future of Iowa. Iowa is still a leader in education and is in the top
10 states with the highest literacy rates [2]. Having the resources to be able to learn hands on and utilize
enriching resources in well funded and fully staffed schools could impact our youth dramatically. It would
engage students in learning and assist teachers with the resources they need and deserve. This is why we
find it so important to make sure our youth are getting the best quality education they can receive, to best
prepare them for our future.

Recommended Action
If officially supported by the legislature, one change in the process would be to allow more

funding in school budgets that allow teachers or schools to purchase materials for hands-on learning
activities. Another recommended action would be to encourage Iowa high schools and Iowa school boards
to offer work based and project based learning opportunities during the school day to enrich all students
and build critical thinking and interpersonal skills. A state-wide revitalisation of innovative thinking
around education is crucial to meet the needs of a rapidly changing labor landscape in the 21st century.
SIYAC is eager to spur change and innovation in the Iowa Department of Education, local Iowa School
Boards, and Iowa State Code.

Regards,

Education Committee
State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council
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