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JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

DMC Subcommittee Meeting 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

 
Polk County River Place 
2309 Euclid, Room 3A,  

Des Moines, Iowa 
 

May 10, 2017 
 
 

Present: Wayne Ford, Chair; Kim Cheeks; LaTasha DeLoach; Bob Greenlee; Stephanie 
Hernandez; Kevin McKeever; Stephan Pearson; Sonia Reyes-Snyder; John 
Wauters 

 
Others: Betty Andrews; Anna Hyatt; Russell Lovell, John Quinn; Jennifer Tibbetts; David 

Walker; Daniel Zeno 
 
Staff: Dave Kuker; Kathy Nesteby; Julie Rinker; Laura Roeder-Grubb 

 
 

 Welcome/Introductions 
 
Wayne Ford, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:18 a.m.  A quorum was present.  
Introductions were made. 
 

 Agenda - Additions/Amendments 
 

David Walker and Russell Lovell corrected their professional degree abbreviations from 
Ph.D. to J.D.  There were no other changes to the agenda.   

 

 Approval of January 31, 2017 Meeting Summary  
 
Kevin McKeever moved to approve the minutes from the January meeting, seconded 
by Stephanie Hernandez.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 

 Racial Profiling Bill – Betty Andrews, Des Moines/Nebraska NAACP, David Walker, J.D. 
Ph.D., Russell, Lovell, J.D. Ph.D. (Vote) 

 
Betty Andrews, NAACP, provided information on the need for policy relating to disparity.  
The NAACP has reviewed factors and found that people of color rank near the top in vehicle 
stops, searches, and drug arrests.  Thirty-one states prohibit racial profiling; Iowa does not.  
Yet, Iowa ranks near the top in disproportionality in both the adult and juvenile justice 
systems.  As a result of legislation passed fifteen years ago, Nebraska has reduced DMC.  
Andrews seeks to gain support for legislation prohibiting racial profiling.   
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David Walker provided an overview of HF499/SF2267/SSB1177 which covers a variety of 
areas from uniform, statewide data collection to law enforcement training and oversight.  
Meetings have been held with Iowa Department of Transportation officials to determine the 
best way to collect data on vehicle stops and searches through drivers’ licenses and the 
TraCS system.  A community policing advisory board would review data, identify problems, 
and address improvements and solutions.  Reports documenting the data would be an 
annual requirement.  Amendments have been proposed that include 1) a definition of 
“discriminatory pretextual stop” and 2) encryption of race/ethnicity on driver’s licenses or 
non-operator identification cards. 
 
John Quinn expressed concerns related to law enforcement and costs associated with data 
collection.  Andrews noted the costs of disparity and to families.  She thought some details 
would be worked out through the legislative process. 
 
Daniel Zeno, ACLU of Iowa, reported that the ACLU supports legislation to prohibit racial 
profiling, however, they are concerned about the collection of racial data by the government.    
 
Andrews closed the presentation by asking this committee for an endorsement to prohibit 
racial profiling.   
 
LaTasha DeLoach noted that the bill sheds light on systemic racism.   She moved to 
support the concept of prohibiting racial profiling to address disparate treatment of 
minorities in the criminal and juvenile justice system.  The motion was seconded by 
Sonia Reyes-Snyder. 
 
Discussion: 
 

 Bob Greenlee supports the concept.  He would like to have more information if and when 
a legislative study committee is in place.   
 

 Kim Cheeks emphasized the importance of this legislation to overall criminal justice 
reform. 
 

 Quinn discussed the differences in supporting a concept versus the legislation as 
written. 

 
There was no further discussion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Tibbetts invited Betty Andrews to attend a future meeting of the Iowa Task Force for Young 
Women (ITFYW). 

 
The group recessed for lunch at 12:20 to 1:08 pm—Wayne Ford departed meeting – Dave 
Kuker served as Chair 
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 DMC Reduction Plan Fall JJAC Retreat – Ford & Kuker (Vote) 
# Local DMC Collab. and Plan Devel. Effort               # Discussions W? State Leaders  

      # Ongoing Provision of Data                                       # State-Level DMC Summit  
      # Implementation of Electronic Version of DST 

 

 Kuker reported that updated data reports will soon be released.  The reports are a follow 
up to last June’s “Equal Justice for Juveniles” DMC event.  The reports will contain data 
on school suspensions, youth population, and delinquency for the nine communities—
Des Moines, Iowa City, Davenport, Dubuque, Sioux City, Council Bluffs, Fort Dodge, 
Cedar Rapids, and Waterloo.  The statewide report should be released next week; local 
reports will be released later in May or early June.  A funding request has been made 
with the Annie Casey Foundation for another conference. 
 

 CJJP staff continue to provide data and assist with policy issues and training.  Four 
jurisdictions are using the electronic version of the Detention Screening Tool (DST); 
training has been provided.  A couple of issues related to scoring have surfaced and the 
matter has been referred for correction.  Eventually, the tool will be used statewide. 
 

 Collaboration continues with other state agencies.  The Departments of Education (DE) 
and Human Services (DHS) continue to provide data respective to their agencies.  DHS 
is holding a breakthrough series collaborative on overrepresentation and how to effect 
that.  CJJP has provided data.   
 

 Kuker asked for thoughts and ideas to be shared with the Juvenile Justice Advisory 
Council during their Retreat to be held in September.  The following was discussed: 

 
o Disparity and the number of girls waived to adult court, increase in detention holds 
o Human trafficking and related charges for girls 
o Pre-arrest/diversion efforts/data 
o The need for more after school programs 
o Statewide discussions with parents of minority youth  
o Courageous Conversations – would like an update 
o Youth aging out of foster care 
o Educations and jobs—the importance of education and job skills—keeping kids out 

of the juvenile justice system 
o Prohibiting racial profiling 
o Ways to document the Committee’s successes to share internally or with new 

members 
 
Kuker noted current efforts—engagement with local agencies, discussions with state 
leaders, ongoing provision of data, implementation of electronic DST, funding for another 
DMC event.  He suggested further discussion at the August meeting.  
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 Follow-Up - June 2016 Community Planning Event – Ford & Kuker 
o Attendee Survey – Ford & Kuker 
o CASP Report Update to Governor, Attorney General, Chief Justice, and Key State 

Agency Heads – Kuker 
o State-Level Pre-Arrest Diversion Effort – Kuker (Vote) 

 
Kuker reported on the juvenile re-entry effort.  Work includes engaging school districts in 
pre-discharge planning and coordination of school records for youth discharged from the 
Boys State Training School and group care.  A pilot is underway in Johnston, Sioux City, 
and Ames school districts.  Des Moines will soon be added.   
 
Other efforts include Iowa Workforce Development and Vocational Rehab.  These agencies 
are providing job skills and coordination related to employment in the youth’s home 
community. 

 

 Local DMC Updates 
 

The meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Rinker 
Administrative Secretary 
Div. of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 

 
 
 


