
 

 

Iowa Department of Human Rights (DHR) Board 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

November 2, 2016 
 

Lucas State Office Building, 
321 E. 12th St., Room 201 
Des Moines, IA 50319 
10:30 am. 
 
Members Present   Others Present 
Floyd Winter, Chair   Marlu Abarca, Commission of Latino Affairs 
Sal Alaniz, Commission of Latino Affairs 
  

 Jeanette Martinez, Commission of Latino 
Affairs 

Ben Jung, Commission of Asian & Pacific 
Islander Affairs   
   

 Peggy La, Commission of Asian & Pacific 
Islanders (phone) 

Clair Rudison, Commission on the Status 
of African Americans 

 Laura Amundson, ASL Interpreter  

Nathaniel Garrels, Commission of Deaf 
Services 

 Sara Midkiff, ASL Interpreter 

Judge Jeff Neary, Criminal & Juvenile 
Justice Planning Advisory Council 

 Mary Chapman, DMACC Ambassador, Guest 
Presenter on Opportunity Iowa 

Karen Mackey, Commission of Native 
American Affairs (phone) 

 DHR Staff Present 

Michelle Ray-Michalec, Commission of 
Persons with Disabilities (phone) 

 Monica Stone, Deputy Director & 
Administrator, Community Advocacy & 
Services 

Elizabeth Coonan, Commission on the 
Status of Women (phone) 

 Steve Michael, Administrator, Division of 
Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 

San Wong,  DHR Director (ex-
officio)Members Absent 

 Bill Brand, Administrator, Division of 
Community Action Agencies 

Members Absent  Mary Bowser, Budget Analyst 
Anna Brown, Commission of Community 
Action Agencies 

 Sonya Streit, Central Administration 

LaSheila Yates, Public Member  Kristen Corey, Office on the Status of Women 
Senator Jason Schultz (ex-officio)    Sonia Reyes-Snyder, Office of Latino Affairs 
Senator Rita Hart (ex-officio)   
Representative Phyllis Thede (ex-officio)   
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1. Call to Order and Introductions 
 
Chair Winter called the meeting to order.  A quorum was present.  Introductions were made.  
Judge Neary replaces Sherry Soich because her term expired.  Judge Neary has been on the 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice’s Public Safety Advisory Board for the past several years.  
 

2. Presentation:  Opportunity Iowa 
 

Mary Chapman, Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC) Ambassador, discussed 
Opportunity Nation and Opportunity Iowa.  Opportunity Nation is a coalition of various 
organizations, including DMACC, that are a part of a movement to enhance opportunities for 
youth by strengthening pathways to upward mobility.  The Opportunity Index ranks states 
based on indicators such as the economy, education, and community health/civic life.  
Chapman highlighted data, trends, and uses for the Opportunity Index. 

 
More information may be found at:  opportunitynation.org and opportunityiowa.org 

 
3. Action Items:  

 
a. Approve September 7, 2016, Minutes 

 
Rudison moved to approve the September 7, 2016, minutes, seconded by Ray-
Michalec.  Motion carried. 

 
b. Approve FY2016 Annual Report 

 
Director Wong provided highlights of the FY2016 Annual Report.  The report shows 
how the programs and divisions work together as a whole department. The 
department works to provide upward pathways for Iowans to become self-sufficient 
by increasing self-sufficiency, access to government, and improving the justice 
system.  
 
Alaniz moved to approve the report, seconded by Rudison.  Motion carried.   

 
c. Approve FY2018-2019 Budget 

 
Director Wong discussed DHR’s budget request for FY2018-2019.  Part of the budget 
process involves discussions with the Department of Management and Governor.  
Alaniz moved to approve the budget, seconded by Jung.  Motion carried by a majority 
vote.   
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4. Board Member Updates 
 

a. Commission on the Status of African Americans 
 

Rudison is working with City of Des Moines Civil & Human Rights Director, Joshua 
Barr, to address racial disparity.  The Evelyn Davis Center helped produced a 
program called “Building Strong African American Families” and provided some 
training this past summer for employees/facilitators.  Rudison is part of a group that 
has a reentry program and spoke to men at correctional facility to let them know of 
the resources available.  The Center has a tutorial program where students from 
Grand View and Drake Universities come to tutor younger students.   Rudison is 
working with some individuals to develop a broad based black business initiative.   

 
b. Commission of Latino Affairs 
 

A report listing the activities of the Commission of Latino Affairs was distributed. 
Jeanette Martinez, Co-chair of the Commission, reported that the Commission is 
establishing an online Spanish language Resource Center.  They will be hosting a 40th 
anniversary event in April 2017 with vendors and resource booths.  The 
Commission’s main goal is to educate the community and let them know that the 
Commission has services and resources for constituents.  Their focus for 2017 is 
education and health care. 

 
c. Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs (API) 
 

Jung stated that the Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs met in 
September.  The Commission held elections and doled out duties. Peggy La will be 
the representative the DHR Board beginning February 2017, replacing Jung, who will 
continue to be Commission Chair.  Jung hopes that the Commission will do some 
legislative work to produce something concrete. 

 
d. Commission on Deaf Services 
 

Garrels reported that the Commission on Deaf Services that the Commission will 
meet on Friday, November 4, 2016.   

 
e. Criminal and Juvenile Justice Advisory Council  
 

See section under Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning. 
 
f. Commission of Native American Affairs 
 

Mackey Commission worked on issues with an Iowa community regarding the 
appropriate use of mascots, symbols, and depictions of Native Americans.  Some 
Commissioners will participate in the annual March to Honor Lost Children to be 
held in Sioux City.  The march serves to elevate the discussion of the number of 
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Native American children in foster care.  The Commission continues to be concerned 
about gegwa and about the Dakota access pipeline to coming to Iowa. 
 

g. Commission on the Status of Women 
 
Coonan stated that the Hall of Fame ceremony in August was successful.  The 
Commission is planning to focus taking over the Iowa Women’s Achievement Bridge 
project in some capacity.  The Commission’s next meeting is November 9.  
 

h. Commission on Persons with Disabilities 
 

Ray-Michalec stated that the next meeting of the commission will be November 9. At 
the previous meeting, they discussed reasonable accommodations in the work place.  
One of the Commissioners is a realtor and secured some grants to assist persons with 
disabilities people with housing.  The Commission discussed the use of service 
animals.   Ray-Michalec is involved with the Puppy Jake project. The Commission 
will hold its legislative breakfast at State Capitol January 18 and will also have their 
meeting the same day.   
 

5. DHR Division Updates 
 

a. Community Advocacy and Services (CAS) 
 
Stone:  The CAS staff had a retreat and discussed how they can reduce the fear that 
Iowans are feeling, create a sense of community, and increasing resourcefulness.     
 

b. Division of Community Action Agencies (DCAA) 
 
Brand:  The Division received short term funding for its federal programs through 
December 9, 2016.  Congress has not finalized the federal budget that began in October 
2016. The local community action agencies are accepting applications for energy 
assistance programs.  A report showed that 250,000 Iowa households are in arrears to 
their utility company.  This data speaks to need for assistance with the affordability of 
utility bills.   
   

c. Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning  (CJJP) 
 

Michael:  The Public Safety Advisory Board (PSAB) supported the anti-profiling bill that 
would require law enforcement officers to record when they make a stop.  The NAACP 
gave a presentation to the PSAB.  At the next meeting, the PSAB will be approving the 
recommendations to the legislature to enact the antiracial profiling legislation.  PSAB 
also recommended revising the law to equalize the penalties for drug offenses involving 
cocaine regardless of whether it is in the form of powder or crack.    
 
CJJP received a Smart on Juvenile Justice grant to improve outcomes for youth in Iowa’s 
juvenile justice system.    
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As a response to the closure of juvenile homes in Iowa, PSAB reviewed 
resources/facilities are available for girls in the justice system.   A report containing 
analyses and recommendations will be released soon.   
 
Judge Neary added that the Chief Justice is requiring judges to receive implicit bias 
training.  The judges’ conference also had large component on the subject of bias and 
implicit bias.   
  

6. Public Comment  
 
There was no public comment. 

 
7. Next Meeting 

 
The next board meeting will be February 23, 2017, at 1:00 p.m. The Legislative Breakfast 
will be held from 7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. that morning.  Streit indicated that the executive team 
is discussing options for an open house that will not be held in conjunction with DHR Day.   
 

8. Adjournment 
 
Jung moved to adjourn, seconded by Rudison. The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 
11:51 a.m.  


