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Governor Kim Reynolds 

Lt. Governor Adam Gregg 

San Wong, Director  
 
 
 

 
Iowa Department of Human Rights (DHR) Board 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
June 13, 2017 

 
Lucas State Office Building, 321 E. 12th St., Room 201 Des Moines, IA 50319          10:30-noon 
 
Attendance 
 
Members Present  

 Floyd Winter, Chair  

 Clair Rudison, Commission on the Status of African Americans 

 Nathaniel Garrels, Commission of Deaf Services 

 Marlu Abarca, Commission of Latino Affairs (phone) 

 Judge Jeff Neary, Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning Advisory Council (phone) 

 Karen Mackey, Commission of Native American Affairs (phone) 

 Elizabeth Coonan, Commission on the Status of Women (phone) 

 Michelle Ray-Michalec, Commission of Persons with Disabilities (phone) 

 Rep. Phyllis Thede (ex-officio) (phone) 

 Senator Rita Hart (ex-officio) 

 San Wong,  DHR Director (ex-officio) 
 
Members Absent 

 Anna Brown, Commission of Community Action Agencies 

 LaSheila Yates, Public Member 

 Peggy La, Commission of Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs 

 Senator Jason Schultz 
 
DHR Staff Present 

 Steve Michael, Administrator, Division of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 

 Bill Brand, Administrator, Division of Community Action Agencies 

 Monica Stone, Administrator, Division of Community Advocacy & Services 

 Sonya Streit, Central Administration 

 Jim Mezera, Accountant 

 Sonia Reyes-Snyder, Office of Latino Affairs 
 
Others Present 

 Catherine Huggins, Chief Advisor, Governor’s Office (phone) 

 Tailyn Kastner, ASL Interpreter 

 Peggy Chicoine, ASL Interpreter 
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1. Call to Order and Introductions 

 
Chair Winter called the meeting to order.  A quorum was present.  Introductions were made.   

 
2. Action Items:  

 
a. Rudison moved to approve the June 13, 2017, minutes, seconded by Coonan.  

Motion carried.  
 
3. Board Member Updates 
 

a. Commission of Native American Affairs 
Mackey:  The Commission met by phone on June 9, 2017.   They are talking to schools 
about allowing children to wear eagle feathers and beading the mortar board at 
graduation.  
 

b. Commission of Deaf Services 
Garrels:  There has some improvements and changes with strategic planning and 
information access for the deaf and hard of hearing community.   
 

c. Commission of Latino Affairs 
Abarca:  The Commission is holding its First Iowa Latino Hall of Fame ceremony in 
October.  Nominations are due July 1.  Three people will be selected.  
 

d. Commission of Persons with Disabilities 
Ray-Michalec:  The Commission met by telephone on June 11.  They have concerns 
about the open slots on the Commissions and also budget cuts.  The next meeting 
will be September 29.  They hope to arrange a meeting with the new governor to 
discuss the commission’s work and budget cuts.  The Commission is trying to work 
with the community and organizations to obtain funding.  
 

e. Commission on the Status of Women 
Coonan:  The Iowa Women’s Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony will be held on August 
26 at 9:30.  The inductees are Governor Kim Reynolds, U.S. Senator Joni Ernst, 
Councilwoman Christine Hensley, and the late Jane Boyd.  The Cristine Wilson Medal 
for Equality and Justice recipient is Alicia Claypool.   
 

f. Commission on Status of African Americans 
Rudison:   Attended various forums and events, including Combatting Hate Crimes; 
Redesigning Justice Promoting Human Rights and Public Safety; World Refugee 
Day; Black Men United; Employment Disparity; Stop the Violence; African American 
History in the Military.  Working with Des Moines Public Schools on summer meal 
sites program for kids and with the Iowa Center for Economic Success to create 
small business incubators to promote business in African American communities.   

 
g. Senator Rita Hart:  The legislative session has ended.  She stressed the importance 

of communicating how budget cuts are affecting the department’s work so the she 
can continue to put pressure to restore funding.  
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4. Department Update  
  

Director Wong:  Jim Mezera, Accountant, has been filling in for Mary Bowser, Budget Analyst, 
who retired earlier this year. The hiring process has begun to fill Mary’s position as an 
Accountant 3 Supervisor.  The state and the department faced some budget cuts for FY2017.  
The department laid off two disabilities consultants (Deaf Services and Youth Leadership 
Forum).  The Youth Leadership Forum was discontinued.  The department continues to serve 
the deaf and hard of hearing community.   
 
Huggins:  Huggins is the Chief Advisor to the governor and the new liaison to the Iowa 
Department of Human Rights.  The governor/lt. governor transition went well.  Governor 
Reynolds has outlined her four priorities: building a business climate, innovative energy 
strategy, educating youth, training Iowans for jobs.  Huggins looks forward to helping the 
department with its strategies and would like to meet all the commissioners.  
 

5. DHR Division Updates 
 

a. Division of Community Advocacy and Services (CAS)  
Stone: 

 CAS is using govdelivery, an online tool, to communicate information, events, 
press releases and blogs.  The number of subscribers increased from around 
3,500 to approximately 12,000.   
 

 The division will be filling the Executive Officer position in the Office of Asian and 
Pacific Islander Affairs due to resignation.   

 

 CAS will participate in IPERS (Iowa Public Employees Retirement System) 
Cultural Awareness Week to help them be more culturally responsive. 

 

 4-H/Iowa State University Extension is hiring new Leadership and Civic 
Engagement Specialist to lead the Iowa 4-H youth development leadership and 
civic engagement priorities. 4-H/ISU invited the division to participate in the hiring 
of that leader and to help with the delivery of youth programs. 
 

 CAS is creating a video on human rights history in Iowa and current issues.  The 
screening will take place in the fall.   

 

 CAS is designing a program that will be delivered in collaboration with existing 
organizations such as colleges and high schools to allow students to join human 
rights chapters throughout the state.  Chair Winter suggested connecting with the 
Leader in Me initiative for youth leadership opportunities.   
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b. Division of Community Action Agencies (DCAA) 
Brand: 

 The federal budget agreement reached by Congress and the President in late April for 
the current federal fiscal year 2017 that ends September 30 resulted in status quo 
(same as FY16) funding for the LIHEAP and Community Services Block Grant.  The 
Weatherization program received a 4% increase in funding.  The state budget 
approved the Family Development and Self-sufficiency budget at status quo.   
 

 Iowa was one of 10 sites that the federal Department of Health and Human Services 
selected to assist with developing and implementing best practices in utilizing two-
generation approaches to facilitating long term success for families with multiple 
barriers to self-sufficiency.  

 

 The Iowa Community Action Association Annual Conference will be held July 18-20. 
 

 The Commission met in May at Burlington and toured the local agencies.   
   

c. Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning  (CJJP) 
Michael: 

 State appropriations had been cut almost 6% and leaves a vacant position open.  The 
infrastructure budget for the Criminal Justice Information System (CJIS) was cut from 
$1.3 million to $1 million.  There is some carryover that will absorb the cut and but it is 
also important to keep a balance in case hardware and software break down.  The 
division will communicate with the legislature regarding how CJIS benefits law 
enforcement, justice agencies, and courts with real time information. 
 

 CJJP hopes to expand the Results First Return on Investment model to additional 
policy areas such as juvenile justice, child welfare, substance abuse, and mental 
health.  

 

 Public Safety Advisory Board Sentencing worked successfully towards legislative 
reform to lessen the disparity between crack cocaine and powder cocaine.  

 

 The Public Safety Advisory Board saw a presentation from the Office of Drug Control 
Policy on opioids.  

 
Judge Neary: 

 The Public Safety Advisory Board would like to get the word out to heads of law 
enforcement agencies to adopt the standard protocols to assure accuracy eye witness 
identification.     
 

 There is a new domestic abuse treatment program for those convicted of domestic 
abuse.  The new program was implement using evidence-based information to support 
its effectiveness compared to the previous program.  

 
6. Public Comment.   There was no public comment. 
 
7. Next Meeting – will be scheduled in the fall.   

 
8. Adjournment 

 
Rudison moved to adjourn, seconded by Garrels. The motion carried.   


