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Governor Kim Reynolds 
Lt. Governor Adam Gregg 

San Wong, Director  
 
 
 

 
Iowa Department of Human Rights (DHR) Board 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 
December 6, 2017 

 
Lucas State Office Building, 321 E. 12th St., Room 201 Des Moines, IA 50319           
10:30-noon 
 
Attendance 
 
Members Present  

• Floyd Winter, Chair (phone)  
• Clair Rudison, Commission on the Status of African Americans 
• Nathaniel Garrels, Commission of Deaf Services 
• Ben Jung, Commission of Asian/Pacific Islander Affairs 
• Judge Jeff Neary, Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning Advisory Council  
• Karen Mackey, Commission of Native American Affairs (phone) 
• San Wong,  DHR Director (ex-officio) 

 
Members Absent 

• Marlu Abarca, Commission of Latino Affairs  
• Anna Brown, Commission on Community Action Agencies 
• Elizabeth Coonan, Commission on the Status of Women  
• Michelle Ray-Michalec, Commission of Persons with Disabilities  
• LaSheila Yates, Public Member 
• Rep. Terry Baxter (ex-officio) 
• Senator Jason Schultz (ex-officio) 
• Senator Rita Hart (ex-officio) 
• Rep. Phyllis Thede (ex-officio) 

 
DHR Staff Present 

• Steve Michael, Administrator, Division of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
• Bill Brand, Administrator, Division of Community Action Agencies 
• Monica Stone, Administrator, Division of Community Advocacy & Services 
• Sonya Streit, Central Administration 
• Jim Mezera, Fiscal Officer 

 
Others Present 

• Jeff Reese, ASL Interpreter 
• Tailyn Kaster, ASL Interpreter 
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1. Call to Order and Introductions 
 
Chair Winter called the meeting to order.  A quorum was present.  Introductions were made.   

 
2. Action Items:  

 
Mackey moved to approve the September 27, 2017, minutes, seconded by Judge Neary.  
Motion carried.  

 
3. Board Member Updates 
 

a. Commission of Persons with Disabilities 
Stone:  The Commission met with the Lt. Governor to discuss ways of improving 
employment opportunities for persons with disabilities and connecting into the Future 
Ready Iowa initiative.  The focus is on the Employment First philosophy whose goal is to 
improve employment and increase income for persons with disabilities.   
 

b. Commission on the Status of African Americans 
Rudison:  No report.   

 
c. Commission of Native American Affairs 

Mackey:  The Commission continues to work with schools and other organizations that 
use Native Americans as mascots and logos.   

 
d. Commission of Latino Affairs 

Director Wong:  The Commission held its first Latino Hall of Fame and inducted three 
individuals.  The event was well attended and included young people who volunteered at 
the event.   

 
e. Commission of Deaf Services 

Garrels: The Commission met in November and is sharing information about Lead-K with 
the Iowa legislature to sponsor legislation that would prepare young children for learning 
when they start kindergarten. 

 
f. Commission on the Status of Women 

Stone: The Iowa Talent Bank project is moving forward.  The Talent Bank is a 
technological tool that matches Iowans with available positions on public boards and 
commissions.  The goal is to promote diversity and gender balance.  The committee is 
working on fundraising, grant writing, and technical development.   

 
g. Commission on Asian/Pacific Islanders 

Jung: The Commission did some legislative work as part of their civic engagement 
priorities. The Commission adopted a policy statement regarding voter ID legislation and 
presented it at public hearings before the legislature.  The Commission met with the 
Secretary of State’s Office regarding roll out of the new voter ID laws and rules to help 
Iowans, particularly those with barriers, understand the process and requirements. 

 
George Sayavong, a long-time Commissioner from Sioux City, passed away.  Jung 
expressed his appreciation for Sayavong’s service.  
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h. Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning Advisory Council 
Judge Neary:  The Council continues to work on establishing protocols and best practices 
of eye witness identification. The council is addressing the status of voting rights for felons.  
The Council submitted its Annual Plan Update, which includes five-year goals. They will 
submit the monitoring report to the legislature and will continue to monitor new legislation, 
including ones pertaining to newly identified drugs.  The Public Safety Advisory Board is 
considering having presentations to learn about different categories of domestic abuse.  
The Board is looking at evidence-based practices to determine where to efficiently use 
resources and to approach the issues in a holistic way.   

 
4. Department Update  

Director Wong:  DHR Legislative Day is March 7, 2018, with the following schedule: 
• 10:30-12:00   DHR Board meeting 
• 12:00-2:00   Lunch will be provided from for commissioners and board members.  

Stone stated that there may be a speaker who will talk about issues around human 
rights.  This is an opportunity to learn how to connect with legislators and discuss the 
importance of the work.   

• 2:30-4:00       Legislative day in the capitol rotunda, including a short program.  
 

5. DHR Division Updates 
 

a. Division of Community Advocacy and Services (CAS)  
Stone:  DHR launched social media accounts on Facebook and Twitter.    
 
Stone showed two short videos: one about the work of DHR; the other about employment 
for persons with disabilities.  The Division is looking at various distributions for the DHR 
video such as local access channels, municipal utilities/cable providers, and social media.  
 
The video about persons with disabilities showed an example of an Iowan who started off 
at subminimum wage in a sheltered workshop and has since gotten married and going to 
community college.  Iowa is working to move persons with disabilities towards community-
based employment to help them improve their employment opportunities and increase 
their wages.   
 
CAS has a library of interviews of some commissioners talking about their service and 
interests.  The videss can be shared.   

 
b. Division of Community Action Agencies (DCAA)  

Brand:  Congress is working on the federal budget that is set to expire December 8, 2017.  
If there is no funding plan, there may be a government shutdown, which will prevent DHR 
from accessing federal funds for some of its programs and to pay expenses.  The delay in 
funding will also cause thousands of families who are need of assistance with energy bills 
during the winter to wait for the credit to appear on their utility bill.   
 
Energy assistance applications began October 1 through November.  Local community 
agencies approved over 30,000 applications, up slightly from a year ago.  Reports predict 
a normal winter and higher fuel prices for energy sources.   
 
DCAA was approached by a research organization called Mathematica, who is in contract 
with federal Health and Human Services, to do an evaluation of federal programs that 
utilize family-driven goal setting as a key part of their services.  DCAA is in the process of 
negotiating with Mathematica about potential participation in the national evaluation.  If 
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accepted, a memorandum of understanding may be put in place the first part of the year 
if accepted. 

 
c. Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning  (CJJP) 

Michael:  The Public Safety Advisory Board and the Criminal and Juvenile Justice 
Planning Advisory Council submitted their reports the legislature.  The reports are 
available on the DHR website.   The Public Safety Advisory Board made recommendations 
to eliminate certain driving sanctions for non-driving offenses, such as failure to pay fines. 
Another recommendation was to enact antiracial profiling legislation.   

 
The Ten-Year Prison Population Forecast was released.  The report is used by the 
Department of Corrections, Governor, and the legislature to look at current policies and 
practices and determine if there can be changes to reduce the prison population in a safe 
manner.   The report projected a 24% in increase in the prison population in ten years if 
current practices and policies continue.   

 
The Smart on Juvenile Justice initiative is a two-year process to develop a comprehensive 
strategy to improve juvenile justice.  National consultants came in November to deliver an 
assessment and made the following recommendations: 

• Develop consistent statewide policies and practices. 
• Improve access to quality services that are appropriate for the youth.   
• Reduce racial/ethnic/gender disparity. 

 
6. Public Comment – No public members were present. 

 
7. Next Meeting – will be held on March 7, 2018, in conjunction with the DHR Legislative Day. 

 
8. Adjournment – Mackey moved to adjourn, seconded by Rudison. The motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 11:51 a.m. 


