

DEAF SERVICES COMMISSION OF IOWA
                                        Commission Meeting
                                         Friday, June 1, 2018
         	     Pleasant Hill Public Library, Program Room
	                     5151 Maple Dr., Pleasant Hill, Iowa 50324
                                       11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Members present: Nathaniel Garrels (arrived 1:20 p.m.), Mary Dyer, Dirk Hillard (arrived at 11:30 a.m.), Jennifer Keaton and Telina McKenna-Quintana

Staff members present:  Monica Stone, Administrator, Community Advocacy and Services (CAS) Division, Jill Fulitano-Avery, Executive Officer, Office of Deaf Services and Linda Scott, Secretary

Staff members absent:  San Wong, Director, Iowa Department of Human Rights (DHR), Ex-Officio 

Interpreters:  Peggy Chicoine, Sarah Goodwin, Tailyn Kaster and Jeff Reese

SSP for Jennifer Keaton:  Theresa Legg

Captioner:  Karla Ray

MOTION #18-13:  In the absence of Chair, Nathaniel Garrels, move to ask Keaton to chair today’s meeting.   Hillard/Dyer   All in favor.  Motion carried.

The commission meeting was called to order by Acting Chair Jennifer Keaton at 11:32 a.m.

Commissioners and interpreters were introduced, and visitors recognized.   

Approval of Minutes from February 2, 2018 Meeting: 
MOTION #18-14:  Motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Hillard/McKenna-Quintana   All in favor.  Motion carried.

DHR Report:  Fulitano-Avery –
· In February and April 2018, Fulitano-Avery attended the Dual Party Relay meetings and worked with members of the Board on a letter to legislators about the Utilities Law bill.
· On March 19, Fulitano-Avery invited Lori Sporrer and Kelsey Seaberg from Hamilton Relay and Telecommunications Access Iowa, respectively, to speak to the CAS staff.  
· She participated in, and spoke at, Deaf Capitol Day.




· Fulitano-Avery sent out a press release specifically addressing Deaf and hard of hearing issues regarding employment that was in conjunction with the Gallaudet Employment Center.  It was the “I Can” Public Service Announcement.  It not only went out to the Deaf and hard of hearing community, but was also sent to all the offices and distribution lists within the CAS Division.  
· April 2018 Fulitano-Avery took part in the EDHI meeting and sent out all the information and minutes to the commissioners.  
· As she was able, she monitored state and federal legislation during the session, as well as sending out federal legislation regarding EHDI.
· Fulitano-Avery had communication with the National Association of the Deaf (NAD) regarding Vlogs.  They are in the process of working on Vlogs for their policy paper.
· When Fulitano-Avery receives any information of job openings she sends them to the commissioners.  She had also sent an e-mail to the Iowa School for the Deaf (ISD) about job listings and has not received any response.
· Fulitano-Avery congratulated Mary Dyer for being the recipient of the Hamilton Relay 2018 Better Hearing and Speech Month Award. 
· Fulitano-Avery received an e-mail from the Iowa Association of the Deaf (IAD) regarding the Proclamations for both Deaf Awareness Week and Hearing Loss Awareness Month.  All Proclamations have been sent out with copies sent to the commissioners as requested.  Fulitano-Avery pointed out that as soon as Proclamations are sent out to commissioners, it is the responsibility of the commissioners to let interested parties know.  Her role is to get the Proclamations to the Governor for signature and once signed, out to the commissioners.  
· She reminded all commissioners that if they can’t attend a scheduled commission meeting, it is imperative that they let her know as there has been a lot of planning that’s taken place, interpreters requested, room(s) reserved and all that must be cancelled and the meeting rescheduled if we don’t have quorum.

Monica Stone:
· Ms. Stone shared information on the department’s budget cuts for FY18 and the upcoming budget for FY19. 

Deaf Awareness Week Proclamation:
Keaton pointed out that the most recent Proclamation states Deaf Awareness Week.  She would like to improve on that wording by changing it to read International Week of the Deaf as used by both the NAD and the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD).

Fulitano-Avery pointed out that she needs to work with the Governor’s office on the Proclamation six to eight weeks ahead of time to get it ready for September and it’s up to the 
Governor’s office what wording will appear on any Proclamation.   We can, however, make suggestions, but the final decision is up to the Governor.

Keaton would also like the commissioners to put together a letter of support for the Proclamation, supporting organizations, agencies and businesses that serve Deaf and hard of hearing so that everyone celebrates the week.  

Dyer wanted to make sure that the Proclamations separate Deaf Awareness Week or International Week of the Deaf from Speech and Hearing Month as Better Speech and Hearing Month is at another time of the year.

MOTION #18-15:  Move to change the wording in two (2) places on the Proclamation on Deaf Awareness Week to read International Week of the Deaf.  Hillard/McKenna-Quintana   All in favor.  Motion carried.

Deaf Capitol Day:
The IAD will hold Deaf Capitol Day 2019 on January 31st.   While the IAD found they had a good turnout, legislators were in committee or busy with legislative issues and there was little interaction.  In 2019, IAD will have booths and activities to provide a better opportunity for everyone to talk with legislators.  

Hillard would like to invite the Iowa School for the Deaf (ISD) students to sign the Pledge of Allegiance at opening of the day and invite the legislators from both House and Senate to witness the students signing.  

Keaton suggested that the commission contact ISD to see if they could be part of the activities.    Hillard and Keaton would also like to see the Office of Deaf Services coordinate interpreters for the day and provide CART or real time captioning for those hard of hearing participants to be better able to have full access to communication.  We would also ask that the office help with the cost of this event and have a booth providing information about the office and what is offered clients and visitors.  

MOTION #18-16:  Hillard moved that the Office of Deaf Services coordinate interpreters and provide CART or real time captioning for those hard of hearing individuals who want to take part in the day’s activities to have full access to communication.  Commission would also ask that the Office help cover the cost of this event and provide a booth where information can be distributed to interested attendees.  Hillard/McKenn-Quintana   All in favor.  Motion carried.

Strategic Plan Updates:
The commission reviewed the commission’s Strategic Plan and both staff and commission provided updates.  

Short Term Goals 
#1    is pretty much complete.
#2 and #3 - Fulitano-Avery felt these were ongoing goals and will continue working on them.
#4 – Hillard will work on this portion of the short-term goals.

Mid-Term Goals
#5 – The commission will wait until January to resubmit the bill to the legislature.  As for the web page regarding accessibility – Fulitano-Avery will talk with Stone and get back with the commission. 

#6a:  Keaton will provide the Office of Deaf Services with information from IAD on resources, directory information, etc.  

#6b: Hillard will work on trying to get an interpreter as a member of the commission.  Fulitano-Avery will advise the Governor’s office of the need to see if a sign language interpreter could be appointed to the commission.  An application must be submitted for consideration and possible appointment.  Both Fulitano-Avery and Stone will take on this portion of this item.

#6c, #6d, #6e and #7:  McKenna-Quintana would like to have her name added to these bullets.

MOTION #18-17:  Hillard moved that wording under #6c ”late-deafened adults” be removed and have it read:  Increase the availability of real time captioning on all media and 
events for all people with a hearing loss.  Hillard/McKenna-Quintanna   All in favor.  Motion carried.

Long-Term Goals
#8:  Keaton will take part in this since she is involved in Lead-K issues.

#9, #9a and #9b:  This was Ballard’s item and he’s no longer on the commission.  At this time, these items will be tabled.  

BREAK

New Business:
Hillard would like to make a motion that the commission write a letter to the Department of Education (DOE) and the Area Education Agency (AEA) developing policy for educational interpreters related to temporary licensing.  Hillard felt that the young children were at risk when someone with a temporary license was teaching their children.  

Fulitano-Avery pointed out that the commission could discuss the possibility of addressing the subject of temporary licensure, but nothing could be voted on until it’s placed on the agenda as an item for discussion so that the public is aware of what the commission would like to do.  If 
any interested parties wanted to attend that meeting and talk about the proposal with the commission, they could do so.  Hillard thought that was fine, he could start putting something together for distribution and consideration and place this item on the agenda for the next meeting.
 


FY19 meeting dates:
				Friday, August 3, 2018		
    				Friday, November 2, 2018
				February 1, 2019
				May 3, 2019 

All meetings will take place 11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  Location to be announced.

MOTION #18-18:  Move to set the next fiscal year’s meetings of the Deaf Services Commission as shown above.    Hillard/McKenna-Quintana   All in favor.  Motion carried.

Public Comment:
Shirley Hampton, President, IAD, had four (4) items she wanted to touch upon.

1) Deaf Capitol Day will be held January 31, 2019 in the State Capitol Building.  She would like to see performances from different schools – ISD and Des Moines Public Schools - where children could perform selections of their choice – musical, theatrical, etc. rather than having only speeches and the legislators would be able to see those performances.
2) Hampton asked for a copy of the most recent departmental organizational chart.  Fulitano-Avery will provide one to her. 
3) Hampton is looking for a roster of state court interpreters as well as a list of companies in Iowa providing sign language interpreting services and who contracts with the companies.  Those lists should be made available online.  At this time, the Iowa State Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (ISRID) has names of all the interpreters, but there’s no reference as to who they work for, if they’re independent, work for the school systems, etc.  We need to have names of companies who contract with interpreters.   

       Fulitano-Avery responded that her office gets licensed interpreter information from the 
       IA Department of Public Health (IDPH).  Hampton wasn’t talking about the list of licensed 
       interpreters.  The community doesn’t want to contact each individual licensed 
       interpreter to see if they are available.  They want to get ahold of an interpreting agency 
       to hire the appropriate interpreter for that setting.   They need interpreting agency
       information.  

       Keaton thought it might be something commissioners need to check out, submitting  
       the information to the Office of Deaf Services and then sort those agencies by region.
       Hampton would like to see the information regionalized so that those wanting an 
       interpreter wouldn’t have to make a number of calls to find one to meet their needs.
4) IAD presented a couple of bills to the legislature in 2018.  They are again going to have two (2) new bills for the 2019.  One will address a change in wording in the Iowa Code from using the words “hearing impaired” and replace those words with “Deaf and hard of hearing”  The second bill will deal with having a database in the Iowa Department of Transportation (IDOT) whereby an individual who gets their license or renewal is referenced in that database to say that they are Deaf or hard of hearing so that a law enforcement officer approaching a stopped vehicle would know from the start that someone is Deaf or hard of hearing, preventing unfortunate situations from happening.  This would eliminate the need to have that information noted on their car or their driver’s license.  

Announcements:
IAD’s annual picnic will take place at Riverview Park, June 15-16, 2018 in Marshalltown, IA.  This year they will be having a fundraising event with a film on Friday night that will be family-friendly.  On Saturday, there will be something new – a volleyball-water balloon game.  Fees apply and will include three meals.  The Park will be open all day both Friday and Saturday for families to enjoy.  

Keaton announced that Hands Up Communications will be moving to a new location – 211 Glass Road, Ste B in Cedar Rapids.  Community Hands has a new address as 3255 Williams Blvd. SW, Ste 2, Cedar Rapids.  

The annual baseball game and picnic with the Kernels will take place on Saturday, August 25th.  

2019 IAD Conference will be held the 3rd week of July – Thursday, Friday, and Saturday in Fort Dodge.  Ticket, registration and conference information is being compiled and will be sent out.

Hillard said that the Quad Cities Cinemark on 53rd Street in Davenport will have open captioning every Wednesday.  

Hillard also said that there will be a Deaf Day at Adventureland on September 8.  Anyone interested in setting up a booth, contact Shirley Hampton.

There being no further business before the commission, meeting adjourned at 1:34 p.m.



[bookmark: _GoBack]

__________________________________     ___________________________________
Nathaniel Garrels, Chair                                          Linda Scott, Secretary
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