
 

 

Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning 

Lucas State Office Building, 321 East 12th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319 | 515-242-5823 | Fax 515-242-6119 | https://humanrights.iowa.gov 

 

JUVENILE JUSTICE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
IOWA TASK FORCE FOR YOUNG WOMEN 

Mission: Promoting innovative female responsive techniques through education and advocacy 
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
February 3, 2017 

Urbandale Public Library, Room A  
3520 86th St. Urbandale 

 
Present:  Jennifer Tibbetts, Chair; Ashley Artzer; Kristen Corey; Andrea Dickerson; Lori Rinehart  
 
Staff:  Steve Michael; Dave Kuker; Scott Musel; Kathy Nesteby; Jeff Regula; Julie Rinker 
 
Others: Terri Bailey; Jim Chesnik; Hon. Susan Cox; LaTasha DeLoach*; Andrea Dencklau; Janae 

Harvey*; Stephanie Hernandez; Taylor McKee; Arlinda McKeen; Julie Martin*; Kristie 
Oliver; Julie Walton*--(*by phone) 

 
Introductions/Announcements  
 
Jennifer Tibbetts called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.   Introductions were made.  A quorum was 
present. 
 
Review Minutes 

 November Meeting 
 

The minutes from the November meeting were approved as presented. 
 
Juvenile Justice Advisory Council Update  
 
Steve Michael reported that Eileen Garry has been appointed as the Acting Administrator of the 
federal Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention.  Due to the new presidential 
administration, changes to the regulations of the JJDP Act have been suspended. 
 
Due to recent state budget cuts, CJJP is receiving a $72,000 cut for the current fiscal year and a 
$50,000 cut for the next fiscal year.  Michael thought the cuts could be absorbed at this time due to a 
vacant position. 
 
DMC Committee Update 
 
Dave Kuker provided information on DMC Subcommittee activities that intersect with efforts related 
to girls in the juvenile justice system.  Local community planning groups are working to reduce 
disproportionate minority contact (DMC).  Representatives from nine communities where the most 
youth of color reside attended a planning event last June.  Data were provided that encompassed 



 
 
Juvenile Justice Advisory Council 
Iowa Task Force for Young Women 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 
February 3, 2017 
Page 2 of 4 
 

 

 

Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning 

Lucas State Office Building, 321 East 12th Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319 | 515-242-5823 | Fax 515-242-6119 | https://humanrights.iowa.gov 

 

school discipline, juvenile court referrals, and law enforcement.  Providing alternatives to detention 
allows juvenile court officials to focus more on moderate- and high-risk youth.  He noted the 
importance of engaging judges in this effort. 
 
Kuker reported that a large portion of the January 31st DMC Subcommittee meeting was devoted to a 
presentation by Nesteby on the Iowa Girls’ Justice Initiative (IGJI) report and recommendations.  The 
DMC Subcommittee is in support of the report which provides an opportunity for both entities to 
work together in moving the report forward. 
 
A new comprehensive planning grant has been awarded to CJJP—Smart on Juvenile Justice.  The 
purpose is to enhance the current structure of Juvenile Court Services and develop a state-level 
delinquency plan which includes the needs of deep-end girls.  A planning group is being seated. 
 
Iowa Girls Justice Initiative                                                    

 Minority Report             IGJI members 
 
Steve Michael discussed events since the IGJI group last met.  Meetings have been held with the 
eight Chief Juvenile Court Officers, the governor’s office, and conversations have been held with 
Nathan Kirstein, Disability Rights Iowa (DRI).  Kirstein has drafted a minority report.  Michael thought 
it was important to review the minority report and determine how the dissention could be presented 
within the report.  Four individuals (Kirstein, Jerry Foxhoven, Brent Pattison, and Jim Chesnik) 
believe stronger language is needed to differentiate from the recommendations.  IGJI members 
were invited to this meeting to consider more specific language in the report to address the 
dissention. 
 
Michael suggested choosing one of three options—include the minority report as an appendix, 
include language highlighting the disagreement, or take no action whatsoever and leave the report 
as written.  Any changes would be inserted before the membership list in the report. 
  
A lengthy discussion was held to review the options.  Discussion included the following: 
 

 The intent of the meetings was to address services and system recommendations for girls at 
the deepest end of the system. 

 When the initiative began, members agreed that the committee’s work would be done by 
consensus.  A definition was given at that time and there was agreement on each step before 
moving forward.  The recommendations were based on consensus by the majority of the 
group.  Twenty members were in support of all the recommendations, four were against two 
recommendations—some didn’t attend all meetings. 

 The committee was comprised of a variety of system professionals.   

 The dissention is based on recommendations that are not contained in the report. 

 The report recommends the lowest level of security safely possible rather than a “locked” 
facility. 

 There were concerns with inaccuracies contained in the minority report and the no-eject, no-
reject policy.  Forcing a facility to house these girls raised concerns. 
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 Consideration must be given to the needs of these girls—different system levels and 
services. 

 
Ultimately, there was consensus to footnote the two recommendations noted in the minority 
report.  The minority report would not be added as an appendix. 

 

 New Data               
 

Nesteby reviewed recent difficulties to collect and validate data on girls eligible for 
placement in a state training school setting.  Since that time, a cohort of girls was validated.  
She provided information contained in a draft report that identified 36 girls as eligible for the 
state training school in 2015.  These girls had a combination of behaviors, placements, and 
offenses that would categorize them as high risk, high need.  She underscored how the 
disproportionate representation of minorities increased with the number of complaints and 
as girls progressed in the system.   
 
Nesteby noted the importance of services at the front end as well as working to reduce the 
disproportionality.  This information would be shared with the DMC Subcommittee. 
 
Jeff Regula noted the difficulty in obtaining certain case file information.  However, services 
and success could be reviewed.  He noted that while tracking/monitoring was the most used 
service, it was used as the first service. 
 
LaTasha DeLoach voiced concerns that those in the field have known this prior to the 
collection of data.  She suggested infusing the data into the report.  She also noted the 
intersectionality of girls of color and LGBT.  She emphasized the negative effects on minority 
girls and their families. 
 
Next steps: 
 
The following issues were identified as next steps: 
 

o collect similar data for 2014 and 2016 to begin showing a trend 
o risk assessment information 
o partner with the DMC Subcommittee and other groups 
o share with the Judicial Council 
o share with legislators at the DHR legislative breakfast 
o partner with the Office on Human Trafficking 
o share with providers 
o need to develop a structure to provide guidance, oversight, and networking 
o utilize the existing protocol for female responsive services and develop it into a tool 

that could be intersectional and used in multiple settings 
 
DHR Legislative Breakfast        

 February 23, 7-9am, Capitol Rotunda 
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Progress and Planning for Goal and Objectives    

 Action Steps update  
 
This discussion was incorporated into the next steps for the IGJI project. 
 

New Members          
 
Nesteby will follow up with those identified as being interested in serving on the task force. 
 

Other Business 
  
There was no other business. 
      
Adjournment  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:36 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Rinker 
Administrative Secretary 
Div. of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 
 


