

DEAF SERVICES COMMISSION OF IOWA
                                        Commission Meeting
                                         Friday, August 4, 2017
         	                Pleasant Hill Public Library
	                       5151 Maple Drive, Pleasant Hill, Iowa
                                      11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.


The Deaf Services Commission of Iowa (DSCI) meeting was called to order by Chair Nathaniel Garrels at 11:12 a.m.

Members present: Nathaniel Garrels, Mary Dyer, Jennifer Keaton and Telina McKenna-Quintana (arrived at 12:20 p.m.)

Members absent:  William Felderman and Dirk Hillard

Staff members present:  Jill Fulitano Avery, Executive Officer, Office of Deaf Services, and Linda Scott, Secretary

Staff members absent: Monica Stone, Administrator, Community Advocacy and Services
and San Wong, Director, Iowa Department of Human Rights, Ex-Officio 

Interpreters:  Peggy Chicoine, Tailyn Kaster, Julia Lyttle, and Jeff Reese 

SSP for Jennifer Keaton:  Theresa Legg

Captioner:  Karrie Truitt

Commissioners, staff and interpreters were introduced, and visitors recognized.   

Approval of Minutes from May 5, 2017 Meeting: 
MOTION #18-01:  Motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Dyer/Keaton All in favor.  Motion carried.

Staff Reports: 
Fulitano Avery –
· Reminded commissioners that if they are unable to attend a commission meeting, please send her an e-mail as soon possible as it’s quite difficult to reschedule if we can’t make quorum.  
· She’s in the process of working with the Governor’s Office on the Proclamation for Deaf Awareness Month in September.  
· Fulitano Avery has been contacted by the University of Iowa (UI) Hospitals and Clinics, Cochlear Implant Clinical Research Center to see if the Office would be willing to provide a letter of support stating that Iowa would be willing to send out information to the commission and others in the community about research they want to do.   She did provide a letter of support.  She will keep everyone updated.

· Fulitano Avery has been contacted by a woman by the Disability Liaison at the DMACC Campus in Ankeny.  They want to hold a family night working with Deaf and hard of hearing.  Right now it appears that they will be holding this outing on Tuesday, October 3, 2017 from 5:30 p.m. -7:30 p.m. at the Ankeny Campus she believes.  They will have interpreters available.  Information will be forthcoming.  A $500 scholarship will be given away to one attendee that night.  
· She attended the Dual Party Relay meeting at the Iowa Utilities Board this past week.  
· She met with Lori Sporrer from Hamilton Relay on a link of relay-friendly businesses that’s been placed on our website.
· Stone has asked the Offices of the Division to post blogs to the website.  The CAS Communications Team heard back that there were too many blogs going out, so they are now cutting back on the number of blogs being produced.  
· Fulitano Avery and office staff continue to serve individuals or companies either coming in, emailing or calling the office.  
· Fulitano Avery and Stone met with Craig Cronbaugh, Director of the Legislative Information Office and Joni Arnett, Capitol Tour Guide along with two other staff members regarding communication access for the Deaf and hard of hearing in the State Capitol building.  Fulitano Avery followed up with a contact in Minnesota who has worked with technology in their state Capitol building regarding captioning.  He offered to work with us if we had questions in the future.  

Keaton had a question:  The letter of support for University of Iowa Cochlear Implant 
Center – what are we supporting?  Adults?  Children? Fulitano Avery replied that it 
appears to be adults and background noise; specifically, music.  Fulitano Avery has sent 
the letter.  Our commitment would be to get information out so people who want to 
participate in their study could have a voice.  A copy of the letter will be sent to the  
commissioners.  It can also be placed on the website.  

Sandra Buchholz had questions about the Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC) event.  She also stated that since Stone makes final decisions, she feels a little awkward about her making decisions without getting the pulse of the community.  She would like Stone to ask the commission and community before making any decisions so that she has a better knowledge and is aware of what the community is thinking.  Fulitano Avery will relay that information to the Administrator.

       Lyons reminded the commission, at the Department of Human Rights Legislative 
       Breakfast, she met with Senator Nate Boulton regarding communication access in the 
       Capitol.  Senator Boulton posted information of their conversation and she passed along  
       the information for the newsletter.  At that time, he seemed very interested and 
       motivated to get something done.  What’s been going on since then?

       Fulitano Avery said that Senator Boulton is in the middle of running a campaign for 
       Governor right now so he’s harder to access.  Dyer has been trying to contact him as 
       well.  Lyons wondered if it might be possible to invite him to the next commission      
       meeting?  Fulitano Avery said that would be up to the commission, and indicated that 
       she had invited a legislator who spoke at one of the Commission meetings in the past as 
       well as provided a training session for DSCI commissioners and community members in 
       the past regarding the legislative process.

      Dyer added that she had been in contact with Senator Boulton and his campaign staff to 
      discuss some draft legislation specific to hearing aids and cochlear implants and to have 
      him look at the inaccessibility at the Capitol on communication issues.  Dyer has done a 
      lot on accessibility and she won’t let it go.

Concerns for Deaf/HOH:
In Hillard’s absence, Keaton shared his report.
· He, too, is concerned about communication at the Capitol.  Since this has been discussed, Keaton moved on to his next concern. 
· He’s quite troubled about what happened (a comment) at the last Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Advisory Committee (EDHI) meeting.  Keaton passed out a piece of paper with partial EDHI minutes that had been brought to Hillard’s attention. In-depth discussion continued on this subject and that of culture.  Keaton would like to see a Deaf or hard of hearing representative on EHDI.  She suggested that DSCI send a commission member as a volunteer representative, substituting for Fulitano Avery – to EHDI and to any meetings that Fulitano Avery may be attending to be a voice for the community.  Fulitano Avery reminded the commission that there’s a process to make a new appointment to EDHI and that would be a Department of Public Health (EDHI) decision.  
· Hillard is still bothered about having a social media presence for Deaf Services or the commission on Facebook, in particular.  He still does not understand why this commission can’t have a Facebook page as does Latino Affairs.  

As was discussed at the last meeting, only Latino Affairs and the youth have a page and Latino Affairs’ page is a pilot project.  They are trying to work out any potential legal issues with having a Facebook page.  The youth page is not only in our Division but they are also under another division within the department staffed by AmeriCorps.  Garrels thinks that the Latino Affairs page, is long-term with no actual end date in sight.

Hillard’s focus is being able to connect with the community and sharing things that are happening with the commission.  A lot of people are not aware of what’s going on in the Office of Deaf Services.  Garrels pointed out that Hillard can let the 
community know any information that we get from any commissions, but it cannot be connected with (DSCI).  He can share information, but can’t say it applies to DSCI.

· Keaton wanted to relay one more comment from Hillard.  He wondered if the commission could set up the DSCI page and have the commission run it?  Fulitano 

Avery thinks she would need to get clarification before definitely saying it could be done.

Garrels noted that in the past, commissioners were sent a number of e-mails with information about the community, upcoming events, etc. and maybe this is something that Hillard would like to do as a commissioner.  Garrels thought that it might be OK to send any information to both Hillard and Keaton to post.


BREAK


Strategic Plan/Work Plan:
Near-Term Focus –
Point 1 a and b:  Dyer has been working on trying to get the State Capitol more accessible to those with hearing loss.  She has a verbal and written agreement from Meghan Nelson, Legislature, House side, to add to the number of FM headsets w/loops they already have on hand.  

Point 2:  This has been discussed in depth today.  Garrels would like to get an answer from Stone on the social media issue.

Point 3:  Fulitano Avery is handling this point.

Point 4:  Fulitano Avery would like to be able to provide this service, but we lack funding at this time to get this done.  Keaton may have someone who could provide assistance as needed for this point.  She will let Fulitano Avery know.

Mid-Term Focus –
Point 5:  Dyer passed around hard copies of information on draft legislation she’s been working on.   She has kept commissioners updated.  Discussion continued on what has taken place to make this point possible.

Point 6:  Keaton is working on this section.  There is a lot of information out there from the IAD site and she can forward the information to either Fulitano Avery or Stone to be uploaded or linked to the Deaf Services website.

Garrels had a question on 6B.  How can we get an ASL interpreter on the commission?   Fulitano Avery reminded him as we’ve discussed in the past, we don’t have to change the 

Code, as we can have them fill an at-large position. It would just be a matter of recruiting an ASL interpreter to join us at our meetings.

Point 7:  Was not addressed.



Long-Term Focus:
Point 9a was something that Michael Ballad, a commissioner no longer living in Iowa,
presented.  Point 9b is something Garrels introduced.  Point 9C was Mark Hersch’s idea and
it should probably be eliminated.  

MOTION #18-02:  Motion to remove 9c from the Long-Term Focus of the Strategic Plan as funding is not available.  Keaton/McKenna-Quintana All in favor.  Motion carried.

MOTION #18-03:  Motion to add LEAD-K to the Strategic Plan as Point 8 since this will be a recurring issue and work needs to begin on drafting a bill and/or letter of support from the commission.  Keaton/McKenna-Quintana.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

Public Comment:
Vizzini provided an update on the July Bi-Annual Conference in Cedar Rapids.  179 attended.  There were great workshops and speakers.  Next Conference is in two (2) years.

He just attended a Deaf Mentoring Training this past week along with Legg and Buchholz.  
Access for Special Kids (ASK) Resource Center was in charge of the training.  They have received a two-year grant for $50,000.  They want to be able to help hearing parents who have Deaf children.

He said Deaf Awareness Week will be taking place at the UI once again.  This year events will be held the 4th week of September.  

Keaton said Tuesday Night Community Hands offers the Deaf community the opportunity to travel to different restaurants as a social time with interpreters provided.  Anyone wanting to know what’s going on in the Cedar Rapids area can contact Theresa Legg at tlegg@interculturaliowa.org.  

The Kernels baseball game will be held in Cedar Rapids on Saturday, August 19, 2017 at 
6:30 p.m. with a picnic prior to the baseball game that begins at 2:30 p.m.

Community Hands is now known as PEOPL. With limited resources, funding and services, Community Hands has joined InterculturalIowa (ICI).  The company will still serve the Deaf and hard of hearing, as well as Deaf-blind.  

McKenna-Quintana announced a 5K walk on Saturday, October 7, 2017 and everyone – individuals, families w/children are encouraged to attend.  Registration is $30.00 and deadline to sign up is September 9th.

There being no further business before the commission, meeting adjourned at 2:09 p.m.


[bookmark: _GoBack]__________________________________     ___________________________________
Nathaniel Garrels, Chair                                          Linda Scott, Secretary
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