
 

Iowa Collaboration for Youth Development Council 
 

Jessie Parker Building, Starkweather Room 
510 E. 12th Street 
Des Moines, IA 

 
December 14, 2016 

 
Present: 
John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas, 4-H Youth Development 
Julie Hibben, Iowa Department of Public Health, for Kathy Stone 
Lexi Konig, SIYAC Coordinator 
Steve Michael, Department of Human Rights, for San Wong 
Nicole Proesch, Department of Education 
Doug Wolfe, Department of Human Services 
Kristi Judkins, Iowa Workforce Development 
 
Results Team:  
Kile Beisner, CJJP 
 
Others Present: 
Tammi Blackstone, CJJP 
Julie Rinker, CJJP 
TJ Foley, SIYAC Chair Emeritus 
 
 

I. Introductions and Announcements                                                      
 

Steve Michael called the meeting to order at 2:11 pm.  Introductions were made.  A quorum was 
present shortly thereafter.   

      

II. Approval of the Minutes from September 28, 2016 ICYD meeting 
 

John-Paul Chaisson-Cardenas moved to approve the minutes from the September 
meeting, seconded by Julie Hibben.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

 

III. Student Achievement Gap                              

a. Data Sharing – ISU Extension 4-H Youth Development and Department of Education 

b. How to align and collaborate  
 

Chaisson-Cardenas reported that a data sharing agreement with the Board of Education 
has been developed.  The agreement incorporates approximately 32,000 4-H youth who 
have more than 92 hours in the 4-H program.  The purpose is to determine how 4-H youth 
align with the Board of Education’s college/career readiness indicators and use this 
information to raise graduation rates and reduce the achievement gap.  Year two will involve 
approximately 100,000 youth.  Through the provision of after-school programming, 4-H can 
help drive some of the state’s success indicators.   
  
Chaisson-Cardenas reported that 4-H is looking to partner and align with Public Health and 
other agencies.  The program is looking to not only improve life for kids, but benefit the state 
as a whole.   
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IV. State of Iowa Youth Advisory Council (SIYAC) Update                                                                   

a.  2017 Issues 
 

Lexi Konig and TJ Foley provided an update on SIYAC’s legislative agenda for the current 
school year.  Each subcommittee is working to finalize position statements and garner 
support from legislators and outside agencies.  The following are priorities for 2017: 

 

 Education Committee: 

 Amending Iowa’s 3rd Grade Retention Program  

 Creating a deduction on Iowa’s online learning costs for high schoolers   

 Creating an online driver’s education program 

 Creating statewide requirement for alternate physical education  

 Human Rights Committee: 

 Raising the statute of limitation for sexual assault cases  

 Classifying crimes directed at Trans People as hate crimes 

 Ongoing – Implementation of sexual violence prevention curriculum in high schools 
and the ban on sexual orientation conversion therapy  

 Health Committee: 

 *Amending the tobacco purchasing age to 21 

 *Creating an energy drink purchasing age limit for minors  

 Ongoing – Limited the access to tanning bed facilities for minors and Radon detection 
requirement in all Iowa public schools  
(*brought forth from the Iowa Youth Congress) 

 Appropriation Committee: 

 Land use bill- where people would be allow to use private land for recreational 
activities if the landowner permits  

 Voting amendment- where youth that are eligible to vote in the general election or 
state elections would be able to also vote in primaries.   

 
Student advocacy clubs are being developed to mobilize younger Iowans—currently there 
are seven statewide.  SIYAC will hold its second meeting on December 22. 
 
Discussion: 
 

 Doug Wolfe suggested sharing the legislative agenda with AMP members to bolster 
efforts, especially the ban on conversion therapy. 

 Proesch suggested SIYAC members contact education stakeholder groups regarding 
funding and other issues related to online courses and alternate physical education.  She 
noted cost concerns for individual school districts, accreditation, difficulty in finding 
instructors (especially in rural areas), and online course requirements.  She provided 
contact information for Iowa Learning Online.  

 Julie Hibben provided contact information for Iowa Department of Public Health staff. 
 

b. Membership to ICYD 
 

Michael reported that quorum was lost during the last meeting and this item was not voted 
upon.  He discussed the purpose of adding SIYAC to the membership roster. 
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Wolfe moved to expand ICYD membership to include a youth representative from 
SIYAC as a voting member, the motion was seconded by Kristi Judkins.  There was no 
further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

V. SMART on Juvenile Justice   

a. ICYD’s involvement 
 

Tammi Blackstone provided an overview of the SMART grant, a two-year planning grant 
that began October 1.  The purpose of the grant is to improve the juvenile justice system 
through the use of current initiatives, making them more widespread across judicial districts, 
and producing better results for youth.  Iowa was one of three states awarded the grant from 
the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.   
 
The SMART effort will be guided by leadership and advisory teams.  An initial meeting will 
be held in January with chief juvenile court officers prior to convening the leadership team.  
The purpose is to obtain information on what is/not working from those who work directly 
with delinquent youth. 
 

 After a brief discussion, there was consensus to add Iowa Workforce Development to 
the advisory team.   

 Other discussion surrounded the connection and continuum of services for foster youth 
under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act. 

 There are data sharing roadblocks related to Iowa’s new juvenile confidentiality laws 
when schools/agencies share information regarding programming or assistance for 
delinquent youth.  This topic will be addressed by the advisory team and 
recommendations will be provided to the legislature.  Blackstone noted how this issue 
affects several state agencies and departments. 

 

VI. Other Business 

a. 2017 Annual Report 
 

Michael advised that the annual report is due February 1.  A draft will be shared with 
members for review prior to submission.   

 

VII. Adjourn – Next meeting – Wednesday, March 22, 2017, 2:00 – 4:00pm.   
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Rinker 
Administrative Secretary 
Div. of Criminal & Juvenile Justice Planning 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 


