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APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 
COMMISSION ON ASIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDER AFFAIRS (CAPI) 

 
Date:  September 8, 2017 

Time: Noon – 1:00PM 
Location: Lucas State Office Building 

(conference-call access was provided) 
 

Commissioners in attendance:  
Ben Jung, Chair – West Des Moines 
Michelle Yoshimura-Smith (phone) – Des Moines 
Karlai Thornburg (phone) - Ames 
 
Absent: 
George Youi Sayavong – Sioux City 
Peggy La – Sioux City 
Jo Matibag - Ames 
 
DHR/CAS/API Staff:  
Monica Stone, DHR Deputy Director/CAS Division Administrator 
Tina Shaw, Executive Officer for Office of Asian & Pacific Islander Affairs 
 
Attending members of the public: 
None 

 
Call to Order 
Meeting called to order by Chair Jung at noon.  

With three of seven commissioners present, the meeting proceeded with no quorum. 

Therefore, minutes of the March 3, 2017 meeting and the agenda will carry over to the October 

20th meeting. 
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Discussion Items 

New DHR-Community and Advocacy Services staff person 

Tina Shaw, the new Executive Officer for the Office of Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs, was introduced. 

Ms. Shaw will assume the duties of the office and serve as the community liaison and staff the 

Commission on Asian and Pacific Islanders (CAPI).  Along with CAPI scope of duties, Shaw will lead DHR’s 

civic engagement planning and programming. Ms. Shaw introduced herself to the CAPI and gave a brief 

description of her professional and public policy background. 

Voter ID 

Chair Jung raised the topic of voter registration in light of enacted House File 516 and the shifting of 

focus from legislation to regulation. The comment period for the proposed rule ends 9/19/17. A public 

hearing will be held on 10/16/17 in the Secretary of State’s office in the Lucas Building in Des Moines at 

3:00 PM. 

Jung acknowledged advocacy groups in the Des Moines area that are hosting community forums to 

gauge the impact of the enacted voter-identification criteria on minority and disabled populations. For 

limited English proficient Iowans, it is not a simple proposition and will impact voter participation rates. 

Voter education is also an area of concern for large segments of the Asian community. 

Roll out of the new voter id program is an area where Jung felt the CAPI could serve as a useful tool to 

the greater API community and grassroots voter registration efforts. Jung would like to research other 

organizations providing education and seek partnerships so as not to duplicate efforts and determine 

the best avenue to garner API community input. 

Old Business 

With the recent installation of Shaw, onboarding of newly-appointed Commissioner James Suong of Polk 

County will occur prior to the next CAPI public meeting. Cmsnr. Suong will also receive the DHR 

commissioner training, as well as the Governor’s new-commissioner training, taking place later in the 

year. 

Commissioners stressed the need for commitment to meeting participation and achieving a quorum. 

Discussion followed on the importance of being visible and advocating for issues and causes impacting 

the Asian & Pacific Islander communities.  

Communication will be sent to the Governor’s office regarding a CAPI commissioner who has moved out 

of state. 

 

 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/3283C.pdf
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New Business 

DHR Board Meetings – Next meeting of the full DHR Board is slated for December 6th from 10:30 am to 

noon. Cmsnr. Peggy La is the designated representative to convey the CAPI report to this board. 

Discussion followed regarding the creation of the API Report for DHR Board meeting. Monica Stone 

reported that reporting varies between the unique, twelve DHR commissions (seven alone in the 

Community Advocacy & Services Division) and some opt to use a reporting template. Stone will provide 

CAPI with the template for consideration. 

Discussion on workforce issues resulted in request to staff to seek out a guest speaker for an upcoming 

CAPI meeting.  

Next Meeting 

The next CAPI meeting will take place on October 20 from 10:00 AM-noon in the Eleanor Conference 

Room, 2nd floor of the Lucas State Office Building, 312 East 12th Street, Des Moines, Iowa.  

Public Comment 

None. 

Adjournment 

Meeting concluded at 1:15pm. 

 


