
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVED MEETING MINUTES 
COMMISSION OF ASIAN AND PACIFIC 

ISLANDER AFFAIRS 
 

Date: May 11, 2017 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 

Lucas State Office Building 
4th Floor, Conference Room 422 

 

Attendees: 
Ben Jung, Chair 
Karlai Thornburg 
Michelle Yoshimura (phone) 
Peggy La (phone) 
Monica Stone, DHR Staff 
 
Meeting called to order by Chair Jung at 9:30. 
 
Approval of February 23 and March 3 minutes.  Commissioner Thornburg moved to 
approve minutes.  Commissioner La seconded.  Minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
Discussion of legislative session.  Chair Jung discussed the Bleeding Heartland blog 
and the inclusion of the Commission’s policy statement, as well as the significance of the 
Commission’s policy statement. 
 
Chair Jung indicated that the Voter ID bill was signed by the Governor and discussed the 
Commission’s involvement in the process.  He highlighted the more visible role the 
Commission played, and how it shed light on the role of the Commission. 
 
Chair Jung requested Commissioners consider how the Commission could work with 
the Secretary of State’s office regarding the implementation of the Voter ID laws. 
 
Commissioners determined that Chair Jung would draft questions for the Secretary of 
State (SoS) regarding their process for outreach and education and provide those 
questions to fellow Commissioners for their feedback.  Following that, the questions 
would be shared with the Secretary of State to allow the Commission to better 
understand the process and provide input.   
 
In particular, Commissioners are interested in establishing a step-by-step plan for how 
the Commission can work with API/other first time voters in Iowa to understand the 
voting requirements.  Commissioners also discussed the following specifics: 
 
1.  Which communities of people to target and how? 



 

 

2.  How best to connect with refugees and when? 
3.  How will SoS make the issuance and requirement ID known to the impacted public? 
 
CelebrAsian Update.  The 15th Annual CelebrAsian will be held this year.  Chair Jung 
asked if Commissioners wanted to have a presence at the event.   
 
Commissioners determined that they would not be able to staff the event this year.  
 
Commissioner La brought up that Saturday, June 10 would be the Sioux City Asian 
Celebration from noon – 4 p.m. and invited Commissioners to attend. 
 
Department/Office Update.  Stone provided Commissioners with an update on hiring 
for filling the staff position assigned to the Commission of Asian and Pacific Islander 
Affairs, and indicated that she expected it would be next fiscal year before the position 
was filled. 
 
Stone also updated Commissioners regarding progress on the Division’s strategic plan, 
as well as budget implications related to the lay-off of two Division staff members. 
 
Next meeting.  Commissioners determined the next meeting date of July 28, 2017.  
Stone indicated that she would identify a location for the next meeting. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


